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One thing that people tend to forget is that 
each and every one of us is entitled to his/her 


CONTENTS 


own opinions, but that does not mean that those Page 
Opinions may be forcibly imposed on others. 

This is one of the reasons that the Editorial Secretary's Desk 184 
policy was changed a little in more recent times, From the Managing Editor 184 
and this means that some articles and letters 
have needed a much closer scrutiny and at times Hylton - Part 3 185 
a little more editing. Although articles and Rewheeling the Lima 833 Van 188 
letters that are printed in Journal reflect the 
opinions of their authors, I have found that in Airbrushing Made Easy 189 
order to try and keep the peace, some editing More Matchbox Models 191 
nas been necessary. 

However, that is my problem - so what's yours? Cheap and Useful = 

Articles are drying up again - is it perhaps Pop Valve 193 
that I have been using too much blue pencil, or a 194 
are we back to the 'Leave it to Jack' syndrome? State News - Victoria 

1 199 

That time of year has sneaked up on us again, eee OOuEr ene 
and by the time you read this it will be nearly Western Australia 202 
Christmas again. I don't know, it seems that 0 iad 205 
as I get older, the years seem to go more quickly. ae 

On behalf of the Federal Committee of Manage- EREKKKEK HEE EEK KEKE REE HEREIN lai 


ment and myself, may I wish you all a Happy and 
Holy Christmas, and a safe and prosperous New 
Year. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
FROM 
The Australian 
Roger Lloyd 


6 Keirs Court, Rosanna East 3034 Model Railway 
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Winner of the Most Popular Display at the 
1985 Victorian Branch Exhibition was Bill and Chris 
Dell's Fingerbone, Deadwood and Lizzard Creek Rail- 
road. This narrow gauge logging railroad is set 
in the 1930s. 
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READ THIS! 


OR HEY YOU - 


At the time of writing, and I hope all who 
read can comprehend that phrase, sufficient nomin- 
ations have been received to return the President 
and Federal COM wihtout a ballot. 

Will this situation change by 31 October? 

Who knows - look for a statement or a ballot 
paper in Journal No 170. 

The NSW Branch is recovering from its Annual 
Exhibition. Saturday and Sunday the weather was 
too good, but with Sunday night TV coverage and 
Overcast weather, Monday produced a capacity crowd. 
A more complete coverage should appear later in 
Journal. 

One of the usual features of Branch Exhibitions 
1s the attendance of members and modellers from 
distant places. This year was no exception, with 
visitors from West Australia, Victoria, Queensland, 
Northern New South Wales, Dubbo and perhaps more 
from other places. 

The Federal Modelling Competition was held 
in conjunction with the NSW Exhibition. Entries 
were down on last year, and there was some confusion 
with non-members entering models. A few points 
for Federal COM to consider before next year's 
competition. 

Whilst speaking of competitions, the Western 
Australian Branch will have held their Competition 
and Mini-Expo ‘Model Rail 85' by the time this 
is printed. Perhaps you will see some of the 
results of this later in Journal. 

My apologies for this mini-desk, but to circum- 
vent the current Postal problems in NSW, this has 
been phoned through to Rex. Perhaps I will be 
able to bore you all at greater length next issue. 

Regards to all. 

Phil Kelly 
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FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


The new Beginner's Guide has now been printed 
and new members should now have their copy. The 
Guide has been typeset which accounts for it looking 
so much better than either the old Guide or Journal. 
A sample of the typeset text is reproduced below: 


do not mix the dry materials with water but merely add the 
diluted glue until the desired consistency is obtained. You 
may add more sawdust according to the terrain; the more 
sawdust the rougher the texture. When brushing on earth 
make sure to work it in well and don’t worry about getting it 
even, as the rougher it is the better it will look when finallly 
finished. The Vandyke Brown is put in the mixture to make it 
an earthy colour. When you have finished the earth you pro- 
ceed to the painting. 


Apart from looking much better and being easier 


to read, another advantage of typesetting is it 
uses less space, therefore Saving in paper and 
cost. But this saving is not sufficient to coun- 


terbalance the cost of the typesetting itself. 

Here is some food for thought - would members 
be prepared to pay slightly higher annual subscrip- 
tions to cover the extra cost of typesetting? 
Maybe the Branches could consider the matter and 
Pass on their opinions to the Federal Committee 
of Management. 

By the way, AMRA is the only organisation 
I am aware of that has not put up its fees for 
several years. 

May I take this opportunity to wish all members 
a happy modelling Christmas. 

Roger Lloyd 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Model Railway Constructor 


June: 'Datafile' on proposed Bidefor West- 
ward Ho! and Appledore Railway steam railbus. 
The Brook Smith track making methods. Modelling 
rail cranes, Wateringbury goods shed _ SECR. 
Modelling the GWR broad gauge. Testbench looks 
at Mainline's LMS 2P 4-4-0 locomotive. Modelling 
the Somerset and Dorset in Australia (by Phil 


Knife, AMRA member in NSW). 


July: A 'backward' look at live steam The 
Glyn Valley Tramway - prototype and model. 'Data- 
file' on GCR horsebox No 1553. '"Datafile' on LNWR 
tank wagon conversion to a fuel store. A detailed 
and technical look at Zero 1, Part 1. Building 
goods wagons in 4 mm scale (if Alan Porter's talk 
on 'PO Wagons' set you going, then read this art- 


icle and build your own). Class 5 locos and 
MPDs of the Midland Division. 

August: Zero 1 (Part 2) - installation. 
Detailing the Hornby Class 47. Making 2 mm win- 
dows. More on 'Tisdunn', 'Datafile' on Plaice 


and Turbot wagons. American 16 mm live steam. 
Detail for the modeller from Shropshire. Kit 


review of D&S models GER Class G15 (LNER Y6) 
O-4-OT. 
HHH HHH 
Your Model Railway 
JUNE - Building construction, the making 


of Minden Mill. Modifying a pin chuck to allow 
it to be held in the vice and used to make hexa- 
gonal bolt heads, etc. Review of the Brass- 
masters' etched brass kit of the LNWR 19 in Goods. 
A detailed list of where to find preserved steam 


in the UK. Review of Kean Maygib's wheels and 
accessories. Building a loco in tinplate - a 
SR 11X for starters. The LNWR Society. A 
4' x 4' exhibition layout in 009. Converting 
a Hornby Class 25 to Class 24. Review of the 
EMCO Compact 5 drill/mill machine. "Electrics' - 


signalling and 'handover' sections. 
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Railway Modeller 


JUNE - Mechanical signal operation in model 
railways. A prototype shunting puzzle (see Scale 
Model Trains, December/January). Edinburgh-Glas- 
gow 'push/pull' conversion from various RTR models. 
British Z gauge possibilities. Q gauge wagon 
variations. Class 86/0 Part 2; A Maunsell 
push/pull from a BSL/Phoenix kit. Irish narrow 
gauge continued, Automatic train location - 4, 
St Erth station, part 2, drawings. GCR 'ROD' 
2-8-O prototype information, drawings, photograph. 


A pull-out supplement ‘Holiday Guide to Railway 
Attractions’, for anyone going to the UK on holi- 
day, giving details of permanent model railway 


exhibits, miniature and full size railways and 
tram museums, operating railways, etc, with opening 
times and prices, etc. 


JULY - Basic coachbuilding a LNWR full 
brake in 4 mm scale. Dimming your lights. More 
pictures of bridges and tunnel mouths. Converting 
the Lima three-car DMU into a Derby four-car set. 
Part 3 on the Class 86s. Loco scratchbuilding 
in 4 mm scale ~ O-4-OT and O-6-OT industrial locos. 
A working wagon tippler. The larger Hunslets. 


LMS 57 ft push pull brake third modelled, including 


prototype information, drawings and photographs. 
Building the Craftsman kit of the LNER Cl2. 
Scottish industrial tank loco, photographs, draw- 


ings and information. Soldering white metal - 
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HYLTON 


PART THREE : GILDING THE LILY 


The material is copyright to me and THE AMRA 
may use it for one printing only in JOURNAL without 
fee or charge, but all rights in the material 
remain mine exclusively. 


©} Copyright: Paul Kehoe 


The silence of the lonely tracks on the naked 
baseboards was deafening. They carried no soul, 
no life, no atmosphere. Even the trains which 
trundled from one end to the other and confidently 
negotiated the undulating trackwork through the 
point and into the siding merely served to empha- 
Sise the sterility of it all. 

The time had come for Hylton to be cloaked 
in the substance of its existence. 

Raiding the drawers I discovered there was 
little I would have to buy. tf had a plentiful 
supply of scatter material, fencing, odd bits 
and pieces like platform lamps, milk churns, cows, 
lichen shrubs, loading egauge, barrels, boxes, 
carboys and assorted sundry other items. There 
was a Sprat and Winkle set of single line crossing 
gates, a Mikes Models gibbet crane and LNWR pattern 
water column and two LMS signals from Ratio. 

All in all, a promising start. 

What was missing, however, was the station 
building and a signal box. 

A chance visit to a local model shop filled 
both requirements. The criteria of this layout 
included, you will recall, simplicity and cheap- 
ness. Whilst the thought of scratchbuilding 
the two items mentioned was one that appealed 
from the point of view of individuality and the 
enhancement of atmosphere such would bring, time 
was against me. I had rashly agreed to give 
a lecture on 18.83 mm gauge, 4 mm/ft scale model- 
ling and needed this layout to be as finished 
as possible in order that the benefits of fine 
scale might be shown to the best advantage. 

And here were two simple and straightforward 
kits which would help me achieve that aim. 

In a moment of pressured weakness I snapped 
them up and carried them off to the works where, 
just a few hours later, I gazed upon both completed 
models. I couldn't resist adding a few details, 
but, essentially, they were as intended by their 
makers. 

Thus with the constituent components of the 
flesh for this skeletal layout now gathered around 
me, i launched into that most fascinating aspect 
of this hobby/pursuit/obsession - breathing indi- 
viduality, life and atmosphere into chipboard, 
plastic, plywood and steel. 

Expanded polystyrene formed the basis. of 
the ground level and the platform. From the 
level crossing the ground (and the road) rise 
to the height of the platform, thus keeping the 
platform surface and the road on the same plane 
whilst, simultaneously, affording the opportunity 
for some minor landscaping around the signal box 
where the rising road creates an embankment. 

Although polystyrene is light and easy to 
shape, it must be pointed out that there is a 
very small chance of its combustible properties 
becoming dangerous - so watch where you put that 
soldering iron! 

Further, if you value domestic peace, don't 
shape it inside the house with either knife or 
wire brush, but do it outside and away from the 
clothes line! Once shaped, stick it down with 


PVA because most other glues and oil based paints 
Simply eat it away. 


With the road and platform thus formed and 
glued down - not forgetting the ramps at either 
end - smaller offcuts were similarly treated to 
form both the parcels/loading platform and the 
cattle dock, with other odd chunks glued at the 
entrances to the fiddle yards, more to determine 
the extremities of the scene than to hide the 
entrances. 

Stone paper was glued around the edges of 
the platforms and cattle dock to give the impres- 
sion of stoneworks and this was weathered. 

On the subject of such papers, I find them 
generally to be a poor representation of the real 
thing, although weathering and the picking out 
of individual sections can help. I think the 
problem lies in the fact that they are, for the 
most part, two dimensional, with even the embossed 
variety losing its advantage by being repetitive 
over too short a distance. The careful study 
of a brick or stone wall will reveal considerable 
Variations in course size, texture, colour and 
shape which gives each wall an individuality that 
papers simply can't represent. 

Of course, there is always the individuality 
of the hobbyist and the extent of one's individual 
skills. But I ask - is cutting up a sheet of 
paper any more ‘modelling’ than opening an horrend- 
ously expensive rtr box and plonking the contents 
therein on incorrectly gauged track and calling 
it a ‘model’ railway? I think not. 

Surely a '‘model', to be called such, must 
be essentially correct in all the important areas, 
including gauge, otherwise is it not merely a 
general representation? Whilst the buildings 
on our layouts may not be made of brick or stone 
and are, therefore, representations, they can 
be made to appear to have substance and form, 
they can appear to be three dimensional represent- 
ations and not simply appendages added to fill 
Out the space. To date my skills have been sadly 
lacking in this sphere of modelling, something 
I shall have to devote more attention to in the 
future. 

The platform surfaces were covered with em- 
bossed Plasticard representing slabs and again 
stuck down with the unbiquitous PVA, obtained 
through the progressive stores of the WA Branch 
of the AMRA, a branch which is cursed by having 
members who think and question, who give talks 
and lectures and demonstrations, who run a superb 
library and control a well stocked sales cupboard, 
who administer and communicate through the best 
newsletter in the Association, 

A branch whose membership, despite all of 
the abovementioned drawbacks, simply keeps’ on 
increasing. 

The positioning of the station building and 
the signal box began, finally, to add an ambience 
to the layout. These were rapidly joined by 
the other major items such as the level crossing 
gates, loading gauge, gibbet crane, etc. Scraps 
of plain Plasticard over the track at the level 
crossing formed the basis of the road and both 
this and the polystyrene (and, where necessary, 
the bare chipboard) were covered with a thin layer 
of creamy consistency Polyfilla which was then 
painted to give a grey road surface colour. 

Ratio LMS fencing was added with Peco fencing 
at the cattle dock to contain four fairly disinter- 
ested cows. A gate built from sleepering strip 
enclosed the yard, a dump of real, crushed coal 
being attended to by two Merit coalmen and a Dart 
Castings coal merchants horse drawn wagon. 
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The level crossing gates were made to work 
by the method described by Derek Mundy in the 
notes which accompanied them, the operating rods 
being attached to simple cranks with the rods 
being extended through the side framing of the 
baseboard. The station chimney was’ replaced 
with a smoke unit of German origin which was de- 
Signed to look like a chimny. This was enhanced 
with the use of yet more stone paper. 'Twas 
a pity that the smoke emitted by this unit, even 
at a savage 15 volts, was an insipid, gently breath 
rather than the full bloodied stream which one 
would normally have associated with the scene 
on the layout as it eventually presented. 

For the moment, though, detail upon detail 
was meticulously added. A barrow crossing between 
the main platform and the parcels/loading platform, 
passengers (including one slightly the worse for 
the amber liquid), railway people, Tiny Signs 
to the fencing and walls, station nameboards, 
an interior to the signal box, fire buckets - 
all adding to the completeness of the scene. 

Trees arrived thanks to some forestry work 
Carried out on the layout of one Richard Smart, 
Esq, now known to all as Dick Smart Scenics Inter- 
national Pty Ltd Inc, etc. 

The ground was covered with a mixture ot 
dark earth and meadow grass from the Peco range, 
lichen shrubs were included, a Plastirod bridge 
was built over the creek, a couple of period road 
vehicles and a horse drawn milk float were judic- 
ilously placed, the operating signals added and 
the layout was done. 

And it was bland. 

It was flat. 

It was almost alive, but it was refusing 
to take that first breath of air, it was looking 
for a stimulus, a catalyst, a 'something' to make 
it. Live, 


All the elements were present, yet that all 


elusive atmosphere was completely missing. Why? 
What was it that wasn't working? The longer 
I stared at it the blander it became. Was it 


just me? Probably, but I wasn't sure and the 
time had come to take it to the WA Branch Clubrooms 
for this lecture I was giving. 

I duly trotted the layout off to Meltham 
where, a most attentive, appreciative, interested 
and intelligent band of WA members entered into 
a spirited two-hour debate on fine scale modelling, 
Supplemented by examination of the bits and pieces 
available through the energetic stores of both 
the EM Gauge Society and the Scalefour Society 
which make it all possible. 

These were further supplemented by slides 
I had taken of the more intricate bits to make 
them a little easier to see, and I included a 
Slide of my wedding to keep in line with the re- 


quirements of model railways as determined by 
the AMRA, 
The tale of the construction of the layout 


was told along with some detailed explanation 
of track construction and compensation, allowing 
those present to see the difference compensation 
brings by running an uncompensated wagon which 
kept on derailing. Perhaps that says more about 
my ‘expertise’ at track making.....? 

The session did have its positive sides, 
not the least of which being the proving of the 
System in what almost amounted to exhibition con- 
ditions, with some extensive operation under the 
critical eyes of one's peers who dived in and 
drove the trains, as well as picked the layout 
to pieces — and rightly so too. 

The layout returned home and was re-erected 
in the railway room/study. Every day I would 
run a locomotive on the tracks for about five 
minutes, the steel wheels keeping the steel track 
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clean and doing away with the necessity to slave 
away with a track cleaning block. 

I then used the remaining two months to the 
1985 exhibition on increasing the rather’ scant 
supply of goods wagons. 

Having discovered that the amount of effort 
required to convert a rtr wagon was almost equal 
to that needed to construct a kit of a specific 
wagon, I had obtained a supply of Ratio, D&S and 
Jidenco kits, with a couple of Slaters kits I'd 
bought from the Pendon Museum thrown in for good 
measure. 

The variations in quality, ease of construc- 
tion, finished appearance, etc, of these kits 
is too complex to be gone into here, suffice it 
to say that they all have both advantages and 
disadvantages and the final choice is one of per- 
sonal preference as much as anything else. 

They were all, of course, fitted with com 
pensation units, those manufactured by Colin Waite 
getting the final nod of approval from me over 
others I tried, all also being fitted with sprung 
buffers and three link couplings. 

As the days and weeks passed, the one or 
two minor problems which became apparent’ were 
easily solved by the ever present superglue or 
the soldering iron, but even these repairs tapered 
off as the layout settled down. 

I decided against compiling a timetable and/or 
Sequence because there would be a maximum of eight 
wagons, two coaches and three locomotives serving 
one station with one siding —- hardly an over-com- 
plicated situation and one that could easily be 
worked out ‘on the run’. 

I added a few more minor details, ran the 
trains, gazed at my handiwork and said again - 
"It's all too bland". 

But what was it that was wrong? 

A lazy Sunday afternoon and I was utilising 
the time well by laying on the bed with a cuppa 
and a copy of "James Herriot's Yorkshire". I 
turned a page and the photograph thereon stared 
back at me. I'd found the missing factor. 
I knew what was wrong. The season! 

I tore down to the railway room and flung 


myself at the drawers of goodies which support 
the workbench top. In a fever of anxiety I threw 
out Wills Kits and Mikes Models kits, scatter 
materials and sheets of Plasticard, accumulated 
rubbish that'll come-in-handy-some-day, more of 
the same. 


And then I found it. 

Lying beneath a plastic bag of ‘matchsticks' 
was a half-empty can of ‘Santa Snow'! I shook 
it and was reassured by the weight and the sound, 
Tentatively I pushed the _ button. Nothing. 
It was blocked. Ever tried to find a pin in 
a hurry? 

Drawing blood from my finger with my first 
stab in the general direction of that frustrating 
blockage I finally got the pin in the right place 
and pushed and screwed it around until the blockage 
was Clear. Taking a breath I pushed gently on 
the button and out came a fine spray of snow! I 
was elated! 


But then came the moment of truth. I knew 
that there was little chance of removing this 
stuff once it was on, so I hesitated. For about 


half a second. Then I grabbed at the trees and 
began to rip the foliage from their twisted wire 
branches. Within a minute there was no turning 
back, the exhibition was now much too close to 
remake those trees. 

I grabbed and tore and twisted as the flooi 
around me became deeper and deeper in discarded 
lichen and seaweed. As each tree was reduced 
to its bare essentials it was replanted on the 
layout and, instantly, the layout began to appear 


colder, it began to assume an identity - to 
breathe. 

It began to exude atmosphere. 

Now for the snow - carefully at first but 


with increasing confidence as _ the grass began 
to disappear under a blanket of white, then parts 
of sleepers and some of the Oh! so carefully ap- 
plied rail chairs surrendered to the gently falling 
Spray of snow which was magically transforming 
this sterile, picture frame diorama into an atmos- 
pherically alive model. 

Half an hour later I felt as drained as the 
now empty can which had lasted just long enough 
to give the layout what would be termed ‘a light 
fall'. By rubbing the snow where it lay on the 
road there was even the suggestion of ice. I 
must confess that I was somewhat in awe at the 
remarkable transformation that had taken place. 
Then I noticed that the cows had snow on then, 
as had the people and - well, a little careful 
work with a cloth removed the worst of what should 
not have been there, leaving what should have 
been there looking most satisfactory. 

Except for one or two small areas that could 
have done with a touch more. Ever tried to buy 
a can of snow in May? Shop assistants give you 
even queerer looks than is usual. It gets worse 
when the manufacturer says he stopped producing 
snow five years ago! But I'll be keeping my 
eyes open this Christmas..... 

Was this the end of the saga? Could I now 
relax and simply refine the running of the stock 
until the exhibition, now very close indeed. 
It seemed as though I could. The point and the 
catch point were giving no trouble, the trains 
didn't derail, the locomotives would crawl. 

And I realised that I could go steadily insane 
coupling and uncoupling three link couplings on 
a layout so small over the three days of the exhi- 
bition. 

Six days to go and my thoughts turned once 
more to an item [I had desultorily played with 
but never mastered on a couple of occasions. 

The Alex Jackson Coupling. 

For the uninitiated, the Alex Jackson Coupling 
was devised and first demonstrated by Alex Jackson 
at a monthly meeting of the Manchester Model Rail- 
way Society in February 1949, Alex Jackson, 
an engineer, died in October 1952 after a serious 
operation when he was in his early 30s, tragically 
depriving the hobby -of who knows what other de- 
velopments. 

With the passage of time the coupling he 
devised has undergone some minor Changes, but 
it 1s still essentially the design he so success- 
fully demonstrated 36 years ago. 

The main advantages of the coupling are as 
follows: 


l It is unobtrusive, 

ps It is silent in operation (and very mysterious 
to the onlooker). 

3 It is reliable if properly made. 

4 It is extraordinarily cheap. 

5 Couplings are identical at each end of the 
vehicle, so that turning a vehicle end for end 
does not affect performance. 

6 No mutilation of wagon headstocks or attach- 
ment to buffers is required. 

7 The pull for uncoupling being downwards en- 
Sures that the vehicle is kept on the track. 

8 The electromagnet coupler may be energised 


by a push button the control panel before a given 
wagon reaches it with the certainty that the coup- 
ling will be drawn down to uncouple the wagon 
as it moves through the magnetic field. 

9 Uncoupling whilst moving with the locomotive 
pushing and buffers under compression with coup- 
lings slack is positive, and the magnet will op- 
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erate only one coupling at a time. 

10 Only one uncoupling electromagnet is needed 
for a fan of sidings. 

11 After being uncoupled at the electromagnet, 
vehicles may then be shunted to any part of the 
layout and left there, allowing for vastly improved 
realism. 

Those of you familiar with Kay—Dee couplings 
will notice certain similarities, but the Alex 
Jackson method is cheaper and gives the benefit 
of uncouplingon the move. — with the criteria that 
they must be properly adjusted (not hard) and 
are susceptible to damage from rough handling, 
again not hard to avoid. But adjustment, with 
a simple jig, is quick, easy and painless. Cer- 
tainly not a detraction from what is a reliable 
and almost invisible approach to the age old prob- 
lem of trying to find 4 mm/ft scale people with 
shunting poles! 

It does seem that they work better, or, per- 
haps, more satisfactorily, in the finer scales 
where slop in wheels and axles has been reduced 
to a minimum or eliminated. And by fine scales 
I include 2 mm/ft (not N gauge as such) and 7 mm/ 
a ee There have also been experiments with S 
gauge, but I'm not sure of its success there. 

However, in 4 mm/ft scale, 18.83 mm gauge 
with scale wheels, track, no slop in the axles 
and sprung buffers I am completely sold on the 
system, It took a while for me to work it out, 
but then that's probably because I'm a bit thick 
when it comes to reading diagrams; I'm very much 
a lead-me-by-the—hand man. 

Before all this euphoric success, though, 
came some blood, some sweat and some tears — 
of frustration. But perseverance paid off and 
by Tuesday morning - four days before the exhi- 
bition - I had fathomed out the construction, 
both of the couplings and the electromagnet. 

The local electronics shop came good with 
some 0.2 mm enamelled copper wire and the hardware 
store provided a coach bolt. A hand drill and 
a couple of vices supplied the means to wind the 
coil and some experimentation saw the finished 
electromagnet in place by the level crossing on 
Hylton, almost invisible at sleeper top level 
in the ballast. A second unit was positioned 
near the water column, both as a back-up and to 
help avoid unprototypically long shunting move- 
ments. 

Then, with a deep breath, off came the links 
from the coupling hooks on the wagons and I began 
to apply the Alex Jackson system. The coupling 
is made from a length of, say, 0.013" steel guitar 
wire which has a particular shape at the business 
end; the other end being firmly fixed to the 
underside of the wagon floor. With fine scale 
compensation units, the fixing presents no problem 
because the wire will, of course, solder to the 
brass of the compensation units ~- but it took 
me three hours to figure that out! 

The system has been described in detail in 
the model press, but to repint in full permission 
should rightly be sought from the Manchester Model 
Railway Society to which organisation, I under- 
stand, Alex Jackson bequeathed the system. 


But I soldiered (soldered?) on and was reward— 
ed on the Friday morning with all but one of the 
wagons equipped. Even the locos and coaches 
were done. In the light of everything, I reckoned 
that was pretty good going and set off to the 
exhibition hall to help set up, the stock in an 
open box on the seat. 

There was this rather tight corner - a sudden 
braking - an open topped stock box that shot off 
the seat and landed - upside down, of course — on 
the floor. | 
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Operation of the layout using the couplings 
on the Saturday was down to about 55% reliability, 
hardly an auspicious start to this new era of 
automation. Midnight oil was expended on the 
Saturday night in adjusting the couplings and 
removing any remaining slop from the wheelsets, 
time rewarded by in excess of 90% reliability 
for the remaining two days of the exhibition. 
The system even overcame the tricky trackwork at 
the entrance to the siding and buffers at incorrect 
heights which allowed them to come dangerously 
close to locking. 

But I retained my sanity. I increased my 
knowledge of the hobby. I got a lot of fun out 
of mastering the system. And an awful lot of 
Satisfaction at watching the blank faces of the 
great unwashed suddenly screw up in puzzlement 
as they realised that the trains were being shunted 
without twelve-inches-to-the-foot hands or ramps 
or shuttling back and forth or curses. 

"Is it," I could see them wondering, "Divine 
intervention which allows for these gentle move- 


ments which result in a wagon being either picked 
up or let down in the exact spot required, with 
the locomotive then sedately moving off about 


its other business?" 

Explanations were 
given. 

With time I know now that I can improve on 
that performance and, despite my leaning towards 
the correctness of appearance of rolling stock, 
I consider that the advantages of this inconspic- 


both eagerly sought and 


uous - almost invisible - reliable, efficient, 
cheap system far outweights the apparent minor 
loss of appearance the lack of three link and 


screw couplings gives, at least in 4 mm/ft scale. 


The layout and I were awarded third place 
in the competition for the Bill Gardner Cup awarded 
to the Best Model of a Railway at the WA Exhibition 
making, from four exhibitions I've exhibited at, 
one second, one first and two thirds. Not bad 
considering that this year the Cup went to the 
model of York - all 40 feet and eight (?) operators 
of it! There's room for the individual in this 
hobby of ours. 

And so, to the conclusion - Hylton was devised 
and created to prove certain things to be possible 
and practical, for me, that is. In that respect 
at least it succeeded admirably. I now know 
what direction I'll be following for the next 
few years and it should, by now, come as no sur- 
prise to learn that it's to be 4 mm/ft scale, 
18.83 mm gauge, Alex Jackson couplings and a time 
period 'twixt the late 1880s and 1923, with stock 
predominantly that of The London and North Western 
Railway, but accepting smatterings of the Midland 
and The Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

Hylton, because of its size, will remain 
an entity for demonstration purposes at gatherings 
such as the now annual ModelRail convention held 
here in Perth. 

My next project is a near as possible scale 
model of Dyserth, a small ex L&NWR station in 
North Wales, for which I have copies of the origin- 
al L&NWR plans. These are supported by an ex- 
cellent book written by Trefor Thompson on the 
history of the branch line Dyserth was the terminus 
of. But more of that anon, 

For the moment this concludes this series 
of four articles - including the introductory 
one - a series which has run up the grand total 
of some 11 500 words. 
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REWHEELING AND KADEE COUPLING THE LIMA 8300/AVAY 


BRAKE VAN 


Reprinted from North Australian Railway Modellers 
Association Newsletter - Vol 2, No 3 


Things that you will need. North Yard or 
Casula wheels - these should be 10.5 x 25 mm (fit- 
ting these will make your wagon zoom over the 
track), one packet of Nr 5 Kadee couplings and 
hobby tools, etc. Plus a Lima brake van; these 
items should be available at your hobby shop. 

Firstly, put together Kadee couplers as per 
instructions, use liquid poly glue sparingly to 
edge of draft box. There is two sets per packet, 
enough for your next job. 

‘Now remove body from chassis, 
bogies from chassis. Now remove original wheels 
from bogies. Use sharp hobby knife or razer saw 
to remove Lima couplings. Care must be taken, 
I found that by cutting only half way through, 


then turn over and finish the cut is safer. Now 
remove section from bogie turntable to keeper plate, 
cut using method as “above (do not remove keeper 
plate as is needed to keep bogie sides straight). 
See diagram 1. When you have removed this piece, 


then remove 


REMovE 


THE REMovGED 


SECTION. 
#2 #3 
CuT As AGove 
USE SHARP hOGBy 
KM'FE KEE? Swag Eg 
RACK | REMovE SHARER AREA 
To SIZE of ComPLéeR 
place it flat as per diagram 2, and cut so. You 


will need this piece for the base to mount the 
coupler draft box. Now place into chassis where 
coupler is to go; you will have to remove a piece 
in the front of chassis to the same level. I 


used liquid poly to hold the new base to floor. 


(do not fit coupler yet). Repeat other end and 


bogie. Take body and mark where the coupler is 
to go. This is to be sawn to depth of old retainer 
hole snap out, place body on chassis file to level 


of coupler base drill hole to suit 8ba screw, fit 
coupler. Bogies should have new wheels in them by 
now, place on chassis. check coupler for height. 
If coupler is low, remove and file to right height. 
As there is now no retainer clips to hold the body 
to the chassis, I used a little liquid poly glue 
to hold it together. I won't tell how how to 
make the lemon twist look cause Lime have one on 
the market now. 
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AIRBRUSHING MADE EASY 


by Philip Morgan 


On Saturday 3 August, I presented a modelling 
Clinic on airbrushing at the NSW Branch Clubrooms. 
The clinic was a response to many members' reluc- 
tance to the usage of airbrushes and sought to 
faimiliarise as many interested members as possible 
with the workings of an airbrush and to show them 
how easy it is to get a really first class paint 
job. The following notes have been prepared 
to all AMRA members, rather than being incorporated 
in Smoke Signals. 

I must stress at the outset that I do not 
profess to be an expert on airbrushing. Rather, 
I am simply sharing my airbrushing experience 
with members in the hope of encouraging modellers 
to give it a go. If any members has alternative 
ideas to mine, then put pen to paper and send 
it in to Journal, 


Getting Started 


To begin with, you will need a good quality 
airbrush, those in the ‘'Badger' and ‘'Passche' 
ranges being most popular with modellers. Basic- 
ally, there are two types of airbrushes - Single 
action. and double action. In a nut shell, the 
difference is in the sensitivity and versatility 
of the trigger - the single action trigger allows 
the air to blow the paint through the airbrush 
when depressed, the double allowing a choice of 
either paint or air to blow through. I feel 
that to begin with, it is best to use a Single 
action airbrush - I use a ‘Badger 200' - and pro- 
gress to a double action as you gain experience 
and demand more ‘exquisite’ paint jobs (such as 
weathering and fine detailing). The Badger 200 


costs around $100, the Passche brushes usually 
being slightly cheaper than the Badger. 
When you've bought your airbrush, you'll 


need to decide on a source of air. If you intend 
to do a lot of airbrushing, and if you can afford 
it, invest in an air compressor which costs between 
$150 and $500, depending on the type. The altern- 
atives are, firstly, to buy cans of propellant 
which cost around $10 each and are sufficient 
to complete two models - ok if you're only planning 
to do three or four paint jobs together, but too 
expensive for, say, 10 paint jobs in one hit. 
Secondly, you could hire a COz tank from CIG for 
around $50 per year - the equivalent cost of five 
cans of propellant and enough to last for a whole 
year of painting (about 20 paint jobs). Lastly, 
you could buy a tyre adaptor for the airbrush 
for about $5 and run it off the Spare tyre of 
your car ~ by far the cheapest way and enough 
air to complete one model. Just make sure you 
refill the tyre before going out for a country 
run in the car! 

I will now take you through the simple art 
of airbrushing. 


1 AIRBRUSH CLEANING 


This may seem a Crazy place to start, but 
it is imperitive when airbrushing to keep every- 
thing clean. Read the instruction booklet provid- 
ed with the airbrush and learn how to dismantle 
it - the airbrush, not the booklet. When changing 
from colour to colour, it is sufficient to blow 
a small amount of clean thinners or turps through 
the brush, but when finished a painting session, 
it will be necessary to strip the airbrush down 
and clean it thoroughly using a small sable brush 
dipped in thinner or turps for Cleaning inside 
the airbrush. 


2 PAINT STRIPPING 


Caustic Soda 
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f intending to paint a pre-painted model, 
you will usually have to strip the existing paint 
off, otherwise the new paintwork will come up 
patchy in colour and finish. The basic types 
of stripping materials are as follows: 

Methylated Spirits - for Stripping Lima and most 
commercial models and acrylic paints (e.g. Tamiya). 
The paint can be removed using a rag or old tooth- 
brush dipped in metho. 

(also known as Sodium Hydroxide) - 
enamels (e.g. Craftsman and Humbrol) and lacquers 
(e.g. Floquil). To remove paint, immerse the 
model in a solution of one tablespoon of caustic 
sode per litre of warm water (NOT cold!). You 
MUST wear rubber gloves when handling caustic 
soda or else you'll end up with a bad case of 
dermatitis. Leave the model to soak for about 
30 minutes, then remove remainder of paint with 
a toothbrush. If any paint refuses to budge, 
repeat the entire process. When finished, wash 
the model in warm soapy water and allow to dry. 
Brake Fluid - as a last resort because it is very 
messy and some types of brake fluid can melt plas- 
Lic. 

Turps - definitely a no-no as it destroys plastic! 


3 SURFACE PREPARATION 


The surface to be painted MUST be clean and 
dry. Any patched-up work must be sanded smooth 
and polished up with very fine grade wet and dry 
paper and finished with a polish with 'Brasso' 
or '‘Silvo' to conceal any scratches. Wash with 
an old toothbrush as above. 

Brush a small amount of thinned paint onto 
a hidden part of the model; for example, on the 
inside of the roof, to see if the paint crazes 
the plastic. If it does, spray the bare model 
with two coats of Floquil ‘Barrier’ and allow 
at least 48 hours to dry before painting. 


4 PAINTING CONDITIONS 


a Prevailing Weather 

I consider it unwise to paint during either 
wet or very humid weather as the paint will usually 
remain sticky for a long time and takes a lot 
longer to dry (sometimes up to two months later 
the paint may still be sticky!). Spray in areas 


free of dust and well ventilated. PROLONGED 
EXPOSURE TO PAINT FUMES CAN BE DANGEROUS!!! Don't 


Stay around the paint for too long at a time, 
take regular breaks. Wear a surgical-type mask 
to avoid breathing particles of paint. 


b Choice of Paint Brands and Types 

Depends on the type of finish required (i.e. 
flat, gloss or semi-gloss), the surface of the 
model (some paints craze bare polystyrene) or 
drying time (acrylics and lacquers dry a lot faster 
than enamels). If the model is to be decalled, 
the paint MUST be gloss or the decals won't adhere 


properly. If a flat finish is required, finish 
off with Testor's 'Dull Coat'. 
c Thinning 

Depends on prevailing weather and type of 


paint. Generally, the hotter the weather, the 
more thinner will be required. As a guide, for 
temperatures - 


i below 20°C, 30% thinner to 70% paint; 
1i = 20-25°C, about 50-50 paint and thinner; 
iii above 25°C, 60% thinner to 40% paint. 

Use only thinners designed for the paint, 
e.g. Craftsman thinners for Craftsman paint. As 
an exception, Tamiya paints, being an acrylic, 
Stir the paint and 


may be thinned with metho. 
thinners thoroughly together. 
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d Drying Time 

Depends on weather and type of paint. Paint 
obviously dries faster in warmer weather. I 
have found that in moderate weather (i.e. fine, 
low humidity and 20-25°C), acrylics and lacquers 
can be recoated with the same colour after about 
20 minutes and masked and sprayed with a different 
colour (see notes on masking) after 3-4 hours. 
For enamels recoat after 45 minutes, but leave 
for 24 hours before masking. 


5 AIRBRUSHING TECHNIQUES 


Connect airbrush to air source, adjust for 
desired air pressure and paint flow (following 
instruction booklet) and test on a blank piece 
of paper. If paint runs, reduce pressure. 

Hold airbrush at least 20 centimetres (8") 
from the model, depress trigger and move the air- 
brush across the model PARALLEL TO THE SURFACE. 
Start and finish AWAY from the model and move 
only in one direction as shown below: 


COcm Adv 
model 
finish here 


start here 


If right handed, move from left to right, 
vice versa if left handed. 

For first coat, apply lightly and gradually 
build up coats until a solid cover is achieved. 
NEVER TRY TO GET A SOLID COLOUR IN ONE COAT! 
Several thin coats are much better than one thick 
coat and don't hide any detail. 


6 BASE COATS 


If the model is not of a uniform colour (e.g. 
if there are patches of body putty or bare styrene 
on kitbashed areas), it is essential to paint 
the model with a solid light undercoat otherwise 
the top coats will not be of uniform colour. 
Light greys are best to use, such as Craftsman 
'Self-Etch Grey', Tamiya XF-6 ‘Light Grey' or 
Floquil R9 'Primer’. The advantage with Self- 
Etch Grey is that it can be used under most types 


and brands of paint. Allow the base coat at 
least 24 hours to dry before adding the next 
colour. Base coats of light grey are also neces- 


Sary where spraying a light colour over a model 
which has been moulded in a dark colour, otherwise 
the lighter colour will reflect the dark colour 
underneath. 


7 INTERMEDIATE COATS AND MASKING 


Start on lighter colours first, then go on 
to progressively darker colours. To mask the 
model for different colours, mark the areas to 
be painted on the model using a soft pencil. 
Take a length of sticky tape, rub it onto a sheet 
of glass and cut into narrow (approximately 5 mm) 
strips with a steel ruler and a sharp blade (surgi- 
cal blades are a lot better than X-Acto's and 
are available from most chemists for around 25 
cents each). Lift the strips of tape off the 
glass and burnish the sticky side with your finger 
to reduce adhesion, otherwise the paint will be 
lifted off by the tape. Then place the tape 
on the desired areas. Cover areas not to be 
painted with strips of paper with masking tape 
attached to one edge and place these over the 
Sticky tape. Try not to allow the masking tape 
to come into contact with the model otherwise 
it could damage the paintwork underneath. 


For complex curves, use a masking fluid such 
as 'Maskol' and paint it on using a small sable 
brush, Cut away from areas to be painted with 
a sharp knife. 


Remember to rub the sticky tape down onto 
the model with the blunt edge of a pencil or brush, 
especially in door and window recesses, otherwise 
paint may seep in under the tape. 


8 DECALLING AND FINISHING 


See David Brown's article on 'Plastic Kit 
Construction’, September/October 1985 Journal, 
pages 157-158, with regard to decalling. One 
important point he overlooks, however, is what 
I have already said about decalling: DECALS MUST 
ONLY BE APPLIED TO A GLOSS SURFACE! If decals 
are applied to a matt surface, the decal film 
will show up clearly through the finish and the 
decals themselves will lift off after they have 
dried. 

To get a gloss finish, either use gloss paints 
Or spray the entire model with a gloss finish, 
such as Testor's 'Gloss Coat’. Spray over the 
finished model with 'Dull Coat' after the decals 
have completely dried if a flat finish is desired. 
If you only put the gloss finish on where the 
decals are to go, the glossed area will show up 
as dark patches once the final finish coat has 
been applied. 


9 PROBLEM SOLVING 


If, after all this, your model looks as though 
it's been dipped in tar, don't despair - your 
painting will improve after you've had plenty 
of practice with your airbrush. Plenty of 
patiences doesn't go astray either! You can 
always strip the model and start again. The 
following notes should help to overcome the more 
common problems. 


Problem (P); Cause (C); Remedy (R) 


P Paint builds up in centre of model, but thin 
on the edges. 

Using brush in an arcing motion. 

Keep airbrush parallel to surface of model. 


Paint runs and sags. 

a Stopping in the middle of the model. 

b © Holding airbrush too close to model. 

c Holding airbrush still or moving’ too 
Slowly. 

R a Keep airbrush moving, don't stop. 

b Move back a little. 

c Move a little faster. 


Or WOM 


Paint dries ‘dusty’. 

a dust blown onto model. 

Paint dries in air before hitting surface. 
Move to dust-free area. 

Add more thinner to paint. 

Increase air pressure slightly. 


a hg © 


b 
R a 
b 


Lumps evident in finish. 
Paint not stirred properly. 
Add a little more thinner and stir thoroughly. 


Fine detail obscured. 
Paint too thick. 
Add more thinner 
lighter coats. 
Reduce air pressure, 


AMadUvy AM" 


to paint, apply paint in 


In each case, the paint will have to be 
stripped from the model before repainting. 

Well, that's about it. I hope you will 
try these hints, and certainly hope to see some 
new and beautifully painted models around our 
clubrooms in the near future! Remember, be 
patient and get some practice - lots of practice - 
and take care. All the best in your painting 
quests, and if you have any problems or would 
like some advice, feel free to contact me either 
at home or the Clubrooms of the NSW Branch. My 
address is inside the front cover of Journal. oO 


~ 
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MORE MATCHBOX MODELS FROM THE NONNY MOUSE ARCHIVES 


The final batch of details of the '75' range of Matchbox models. 
Matchbox series, namely the 'Major Packs', the 'King Size' models and the ‘Models of Yesteryear’. 


Next issue will cover the other 


After 


that, there will be an update on the information on the '75' range which has applied to models produced 


up to and including 1980; 


CAT NO 
66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


pe: 


74 


1D 


YEAR 


1959 
1964 


1967 
1972 
1978 


1959 


1968 
1975 
1980 


1959 
1966 


1970 
1976 


1980 


1959 
1965 
1970 
Lo75 
1979 


1999 
1966 
1972 
1977 


1959 
1964 
1969 
1973 
1977 


1959 
1967 
1972 
1980 


1959 
1963 
1969 
1975 
1959 
1966 
1973 
1979 
1900 
1965 
197] 


L977 


DESCRIPTION 


Citroen DS19 


Harley Davidson Motor Cycle + S/C 


Greyhound Bus 
Mazda RX 500 
Ford Transit Truck 


Saladin Armoured Car 


it is hoped to bring this information up to 1985. 


COLOUR(S ) 


Yellow 

Metallic Blue 

(Metallic Bronze in 1965) 
Grey 

Orange and White 

Red and Brown 


Green 


SCALE 
1/74 
1/41 


1/159 
1/59 
1/60 


1/75 


(There is some confusion about the scale of this model - Lesney described this 2" 
model as 1/75 in their catalogues, until somewhere between 1965 and 1967 when, without 
changing the size of the model, they started to describe it as 1/86) 


Volkswagen 1600TL 
Hot Rocker 
Datsun 260Z 


Austin MK11 Army Radio Truck 
Mercedes Coach 


Porsche 910 
Cosmobile 


Chevrolet Van 


Commer Delivery Van 'Nestles' 
'Hdatra’ Tractor Shovel 

Rolls Royce S Shadow Coupe 
Turbo Fury 

‘Wells Fargo' Security Truck 


Ford Thames 15 cwt Estate Van 
Atkinson Grit Spreader 

Dodge Dragster 

Self-propelled Gun 


Austin Military Water Truck 
Jeep Gladiator Pick-up Truck 
Ford Heavy Wreck Truck 

Jumbo Jet Motor Cycle (?,!!) 
Cattle Truck 


Fordson Major Tractor 
Standard Jeep 

SRN6 Hovercraft 

Bomag Road Roller 


RAF 10 ton Refuelling Truck 
Ferrari Racing Car 


Mercury Commuter Station Wagon 


Weasel Military Scout Car 
Mobile Refreshment Bar 
Daimler Fleetline D/D Bus 

Toe Joe Towing Truck 

Cougar Villager Station Wagon 
Ford Thunderbird 

Ferrari Berlinetta Coupe 


Alfa Carabo Sports Coupe 


Helicopter 


Red (Purple in 1970) 
Metallic Fawn (Red in 1976) 
Purple 

Green 

Orange and White 


(Metallic Blue or Lime and White in 1968) 


Metallic Red 

Blue and Yellow 

(Red and Yellow in 1979) 
Yellow 


Crimson 

Orange (Yellow in 1967) 
Blue (Tan in 1973) 

Red 

Red and White 


Turquoise and Yellow 
Red and Yellow 
Purple 

Green 


Green 

Red 

Red and White 

Blue and Silver 

Red and Yellow later Brown and Yellow 


Blue and Orange 
Yellow 

Black, White and Red 
Yellow 


RAF Blue 

Red 

Metallic Green 

(Red in 1972 and Green in 1973) 
Green 


Silver (Cream in 1964) 

Cream or White 

(Green in 1969 and Red An 1970) 
Green 

Green 


Salmon Pink and Whitw 
Blue 


1/61 
1/59 
1/64 
1/87 
1/90 


1/54 
1/61 


1/64 


1/91 
1/100 
1/64 
1/63 
1/63 


1/76 
1/85 
1/64 
1/95 


1/87 
1/74 
1/78 
1/50 
1/74 
1/62 
1/63 
1/190 
1/80 


1/126 
1/62 
1/72 
1/52 
1/80 
1/121 


1/66 
_ 


1/80 
1/62 


(Metallic Green in 1966, Metallic Red in 1970) 


Metallic Purple 
(Pink and Yellow in 1976) 
Red and White | 


1/56 


? 
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TRAVELLING TROLLEY »y En Raddatz 


local 
trouble with wandering carts? 
The London Standard: of 1 November 1984 
reports that a luggage trolley marked 'SNCF DUNKER- 
QUE OQUEST' was found outside Rubens Hotel in Buck- 


Does 


ways. 


your 


supermarket 


ingham Palace Road, London. 


manager have 
So does the rail- 


HINT 


The inside faces of window glazing in model 
passenger car and model buildings usually collect 
dust and finger marks during construction. To 


Clear these prior to finally 


‘closing up' the 


model, wipe them gently with a Johnson & Johnson 
‘cotton bud' dampened in a weak warm water and 


household detergent solution. 


Page 192 No 169 AMRA Journal 
PARISLAN PICTURES: No, not the ones sold by 
CHEAP AND USEFUL the gentlemen in dirty overcoats in Paris, but 
by J Makin : locomotives in several Paris railway stations; 


In my attempt to produce lineside scenery 
for my model railway, I have made extensive use 
of a material which costs little or nothing beyond 
the trouble of preparing it. Its name is papier 
mache, and if you ask 'What is that?', the answer 
is simple. It is old paper, soaked in water, 
with or without the addition of glue and stirred 
into a consistency resembling good Scot's porridge. 
It can be plastered onto the sides of cuttings 
and embankments, or used to fill the Spaces between 


adjacent tracks in stations and yards, It can 
form almost anything, from a heap of ash to a 
small hill. 


My own method of preparation, which I find 
quite satisfactory, is the simplest. I take 
sufficient copies of that most ephemeral of modern 
literature, to wit, the daily paper, and tear 
them into shreds about 10 cm square, which I put 
into a suitable container (in my case, a 1 gallon 
paint tin), and cover with water, leaving them 
to soak for about 24 hours. I then proceed to 
stir the mess, for which job I use a length (about 
40 cm) of heavy iron wire (8 SwG ) which has one 
end bent into a circle about 8 cm in diameter, 
while the straight bit serves as a shank, which 
I insert into the chuck of my electric drill. 
Putting the looped end into the mix and pressing 
the trigger, I use a to and fro, side to side 
and circular motion for several minutes. I then 
leave the mess to stand for a further time, stir- 
ring at odd times when I happen to be at the scene 
of operations, until I am satisfied that the con- 
Sistency is right. I then take it in handfuls, 
Squeezing out some of the moisture and Slap it 
on the particular surface. Even without the 
addition of glue, it sticks on Surprisingly well. 
On cutting sides, I leave the surface pretty rough, 
which gives a good imitation of rock. In other 
places it may have to be pressed and smoothed 
with a flat object, e.g. a wooden block. 

The length of time taken to dry will depend 
on such factors as the original wetness, the thick- 


ness of the application and the climate. In 
one case, when I used the stuff to fill up a dis- 
used cutting, it took weeks! SO, patience, my 
friends! 

It is greyish when applied, but dries to 


an off-white, which can be coloured to 
A useful colouring matter is plain soot 
dry. I’ gives that grey appearance so common 
around steam railways, and still in evidence in 
these days of the diesel, Otherwise, I would 
Suggest dry pigments in ‘'earth' colours. 

Should your cutting sides, etc, show signs 
of parting from their foundations, a little Aquad- 
here will fix matters. 

Those who experiment with this material will, 
doubtless, find many other uses for TH; Good 
luck anyway! 


taste, 
brushed on 
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HAVE YOU READ? 


by Ern Raddatz 


EUROMODEL RAIL REVIEW NO 17 


MOCHEM : An interpretation of the railways of 
the Mosel River valley in N scale, worthwhile 
reading for someone contemplating an exhibition 
layout; Le CHAPUS FOR ILE D'OILERON: a look at 


a Western Region branchline of the SNCF that is 
well off the usual route of the foreign tourist; 


A TRIP ON THE ISIS: Part two of a rail journey 
from Brussels to Basle; PKP, POLISH STATE RAIL- 


WAYS: A brief photographic look at the railways 
of Poland; HERGISWIL | BRUNIGBAHN=LUZERN STANS 


ENGELBERG: A look at two small railways in 
Europe's home of the private railway system-Switz- 
erland, the photo colour spread almost makes one 
head for the airport; OeBB 2067 — LIVE AND LIMA: 
A look at ways of superdetailing this attractive 
Austrian shunter made in HO by Lima, a must for 
the follower of the Austrian railways; 
FLIES THE RHINE: The only way to fly, a look 
at the train the famous German airline has hired 
from the DB to carry international traffic between 
Dusseldorf and Frankfurt; a model of this train 
is available in HO from Lima; DJH EURO BR53 IN 
GAUGE 1: This famous British firm makes the 
best locomotive kits in the world in HO, but this 
is a German 0-6-0 tender loco in 10 mm scale. 
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CONTINENTAL MODELLER for May/June 1985 


It would appear that layouts based upon an 
actual location are not as common as they are 
in Australia so that this issue's Railway of the 
Month, Prien am Chiemsee, is an N. scale layout 
based on that Bavarian station. It is a marvel- 
lous layout and shows how spacious N scale can 
be. About the most attractive steam engines 
the German railways had were the Bavarian S$3/6 
Pacifics and they are discussed in both prototype 
and model; unfortunately the only readily obtain- 
able in Australia are the rather expensive Maerklin 
and the rather coarse Lima models - interesting 
to this writer Maerklin make the French Etat ver- 
sion for this railway had 16 issued to Nantes 
and Saintes depots. How would you like to live 
in a country where there are no specialised hopby 
shops and all purchases have to be made at the 
toy counter of the larger departmental stores; 


where there is no model railway magazine; no 
locally made kits and only one ready-to-run loco 
in HO = scale. That's the situation described 


in Model Railways in the USSR. How to scratch- 


build using Pola kits; that's what is described 


in Building for Heimdorf. Mainly for N scale, 


but of use to other scales as well; worth looking 


at. For the narrow minded, a two-part article 
on the Zillertalbahn, a delightful 760 mm line 
that follows the Ziller river in Austria; part 
one describes the prototype while part two puts 
a proposal for a layout based on the line. The 
colour centre spread shows not the Zillertalbahn, 
but a loco depot on Steyrtalbahn. For those 


who like American locos, we have B&O Superpower, 
a look at the lesser known engines on that system, 
A layout loosely based on the area the builder 
visited on holidays is shown in 
(Bodensee), HO and is a contrast to the first 
layout in this issue, Prototype Scene this month 
is on Portugal. There is something oddly both 
French and Australian about the photos which [ 
cannot put my finger on. 
N scale says it all and could inspire other model- 
lers to do likewise - an AD60, for instance, in 
N scale. SAR marrow gauge stock -— part 5A. 
Narrow gauge in South Africa is two foot. and 
this issue's article is on passenger. coaches for 
that gauge - useful for a freelance Aussie system. 
SAR_In_ Sn33, colour feature of a layout that was 
featured in the Novemebr 1981 issue. A good 
issue in all and Victorian members should note 
that the magazine is held in the Branch Library. 
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LETTERS 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 

I wish to comment on Paul Kehoe's letter in 
Journal 168. I am pursuing the subject of the 
relative merits of P4, EM and OO since I believe 
it is of interest to members. Let us forget for 
the moment what has already been said; in any 
case it is of no interest to the reader. 

Now let us get down to first principles and 
compare two modelling systems, both using the same 
nominal track gauge. We will simply call these 
systems ‘fine scale' and 'coarse scale’. The 
track and wheelset standards for both have been 
properly formulated, which means that the maximum 
allowable dimension of one item will not encroach 
on the minimum allowable dimension on any other 
relevant item. Also it will be assumed that ade- 
quate clearances have been provided to enable veh- 
icles to negotiate reasonable bends. 

In the coarse scale system the flanges will 
be wider and deeper. To accommodate these, plus 
larger tolerances on back-to-back and track dimen- 
Sions, the flangeways will be wider. This in 
turn will necessiate wider tyres. Of the two 
systems, the fine scale will look better; but, 
everything else being equal, the coarse scale will 
run more reliably. There can be no question oi 
this, provided that everything else is equal. This 
is the only way to make comparisons, 

However, if everything else is not equal and 
Someone using the fine scale system compensates 
his rolling stock, lays his track carefully, checks 
and corrects the back-to-back on all his wheelsets, 
and fits extra collectors on all his locomotives, 
then the fine scale system will probably run more 
reliably. This is not because it is fine scale, 
but in spite of the fact. I am sure that everyone 
will agree with what I have expounded so far, but 
if I start using labels like 00, EM or P4, someone 
will start jumping up and down with rage. 

I have had considerable experience in modelling 
in all three 4 mm scale systems on large complicated 
point-to-point layouts. Also, in each case of 
the systems which I am comparing, all trackwork 
was built from scratch, all wheelsets were either 
built from scratch or remachined commercial items, 
and all gauges were built by myself at this coun- 
try's National Measurement Laboratory using top 
precision equipment. I therefore consider that 
I am well qualified to inform others. The compari- 
son which I am about to make is therefore truly 
EVERYTHING ELSE BEING EQUAL. 

On my OO layout which was built to AMRA stand- 
ards, everything worked excellently and generally 
speaking visiting rolling stock to my layout worked 
equally well. On my EM layout, running is equally 
good, but only after extra side play was given 
to the axles of multi-wheeled stock. Visiting 
EM stock has not worked well up to now, mainly 
due to the difficulty of getting EM stock round 
3' radius curves. On the P4 layout, of which 
I was a joint owner, everything worked well after 
the inevitable initial problems, but then after 
about two years and a period of very wet weather, 
rails started to become misaligned and from then 
on, the amount of maintenance required to keep 
everything running reliably became prohibitively 


large. Another problem with P4 was that once 
a vehicle became derailed, the average helper was 
unable to rerail it within five minutes! This 


was due to the combination of meagre flanges and 
compensation, which are an inevitable facet of 
P4, 

I therefore categorically declare that the 
finer the scale, the more trouble you will have, 
EVERYTHING ELSE BEING EQUAL. Of the three systems, 
P4 has the smallest tolerances and clearances and 
is therefore the finest scale system. 

In spite of all that I have said, OO systems 
have a bad reputation. The reason for this is 
simple. Different OO manufacturers work to differ- 
ent track and wheelset standards and when people 
try to combine them together, the sort of trouble 
occurs as described by Paul Kehoe at the 1985 Perth 
Exhibition. I have written, lectured and spoken 
out on this subject till I am blue in the face, 
but it makes no difference. It is not until a 
modeller decides on a set of standards for OO and 
alters everything to suit, that the full potential 
of OO be realised. Such layouts are sometimes 
seen at exhibitions, but like EM and P4 layouts, 
they are rare. 

In future, let's be constructive about why 
one layout runs better than another, instead of 
making dogmatic statements based on doubtful logic. 

Finally, I would like to comment on the unsav- 
oury remarks that Paul Kehoe made in his recent 
letter. Mr Kehoe, you did level provocative re- 
marks at me. If you want to embark on such a 
contest with me, I am afraid it is one you will 
never win. I am a practicing christian and there- 
fore I will turn the other cheek and say ‘provoke 
me again, if you have the courage’. In reply 
to your first provocation, I will say to you: 


Paul Kehoe, I love you. Yours sincerely 


Peter Betts, NSW 
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NOBODY TELLS US ANYTHING 
by Ern Raddatz 


Branch secretaries have long known that mem- 
bers will respond that they did not know of some 
happening in the club, even though a notice about 
it had been on the notice board for. several weeks. 
Heard at Flinders Street Station the day the nor- 
thern loop on the Melbourne Underground was opened 
Lo tratiic. 

Guard is about to signal the departure of 
a Gowrie train when he is approached by another 
guard. 

"When did this line open? 
told about it?" 


Why weren't we 


Train Guard: "It's in the sheet. Didn't you 
read it." 

Guard on Platform: "But they should have told 
us." 

Train Guard: "Why, you have your sheet with 
you, haven't you. Read it." 

Guard on Platform: "Yes, but they still should 


have told us." 
Train departs, observing passenger thinks, 
"Happens all the time in the AMRA". 


FEE TEESE IETS EEE EEE FACE EEE TESTE EEE EE IEEE ESE EEE FE SESE HE 


DID YOU KNOW ? 


It is poor practice to construct a model 
in such a way that access to the interior is not 
possible after completion. Make the floor or 


roof removable, or at least provide an openable 
hatch somewhere in the car or structure. 
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Branch Secretary —- John Harry, 68 Lahona Avenue, 
EAST BENTLEIGH 3165 


PRESIDENT'S wmESSAGE 


As reported in the last issue of Journal, 
the Open Weekend organised by the Layout Construc- 
tion Group was a great success. The money raised 
will now be used by the Group to carry out the 
alterations as proposed at the June General Meeting. 
Work has already commenced and much of the spaghetti 
bowl from the centre of the layout has been removed. 
In the near future I hope we can bring you a diagram 
of the original layout, as well as one of the layout 
as it will be in about nine months time. Incident- 
ally, the September General meeting was the last 
Opportunity for running on the layout in its old 
form. 

In spite of the layout reconstruction, you 
can still run your trains on the last Sunday of 
each month, as well as each meeting night. Also, 
more layout operators are needed; if you want 
to learn the basics, see Roger Lloyd. 

While on the subject of layouts, preliminary 
plans have been drawn up by Bob Dunn for an add- 
itional ModRail Exhibition Layout. The basis 
of the plan is Kyneton, situated on the main line 
to Bendigo. The station lends itself admirably 
to adaption as it is on a gentle curve with an 
island platform, is double tracked, the station 
buildings are solid blue stone and more importantly 
the station is over 100 years old so the track 
design is typically British. 

Again I say to you, keep that camera handy, 
the N class is starting to arrive and will be foll- 
owed by the G class. It is proposed to have five 
G class on the standard gauge for run through oper- 
ations to Sydney; this will be on a share basis 
with SRA 81 class. The SRA 422 and 442 will con- 
tinue to run to Melbourne, but on a less frequent 
arrangement. Two man crewing now looks a reality 
and will probably commence towards the end of this 
year. Because of industrial problems, the XPT 
to Melbourne has been shelved for the time being. 

Points to remember: The November General 
Meeting includes a loco hauling contest. Also 
17 November is our next Working Bee at the Club - 
be there! 

By the way, what have you brought from your 
Hobby Shop in the last month? 

Geoff Brown 
Hee Ht HHH HI HHH | 
GENERAL NEWS 


September meeting was the last opportunity 
for members to run trains on the Club layout before 
the commencement of alterations, so there is no 
syllabus item to report. There was a good demand 


for operating space to take advantage of the occa- 
sion, I can report that the first stage of the 
alteration was completed on 15 October (dead line 
day!), and the first test train has safely nego- 
tiated the new return loop. 

October meeting syllabus item was a slide 
show prepared and presented by Stuart Westerman. 
He fooled us, No LMS, no European trains (except 
the last slide). His title was ‘Off The Beaten 


Track', and it featured Australian prototpye, 
pictures taken over many years in NSW, Queensland, 
South Australia and Victoria. Very nostalgic 


and very interesting. The last shot was of the 
‘Duchess of Hamilton’, wouldn't you know! 


COMPETITION RESULTS 
July 


Modelling Competition - Australian Produced Kit 
VR TP Van 
Photographic Competition - Slide and Print 


Jack Eagles 95 points 


John Harry SAR 107 ton crane at 
Mile End 
August 


Photographic Competition - Print 


John Harry Livestock facility 65 points 


September/October - no competition entries! ! 


The roster for 1986 Exhibition is up. A 
report from Bob Edwards appears elsewhere in these 
notes, 

Brian Southwell advises that complete Library 
lists (for perusal only) are now available. 

If any of our country members would like 
a copy of the Branch Agenda for i985/86, write 
to John Harry (address at the beginning of these 
notes) and he will post you a copy. 

I hope getting your picture in Journal (see 
Faces Around the Branch in Journal 168) is not 
a bad omen. At the time of writing, the subject 
of that picture, Gordon Fox, is in hospital having 
his fetlock scraped. Get well soon, mate! 

General meetings are held at the Clubrooms 
on the second Thursday of each month, commencing 
at 8 pm, The Clubrooms are open from 7.30 pm 
for operation of your train on the Club layout 
prior to the meeting. 

Construction and maintenance of the Club 
layout is held every Tuesday night, except the 
Tuesday before general meetings. 

Special running days for your own equipment 
(subject to operating tests) are held on the last 
Sunday each month, commencing at 1.30 pm. 


———————————— 
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PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 

12 Thur General Meeting - Christmas meeting 
Model - Open (standard categories) 
Photo - Prototype Water Tower/Tank 

29 =Sun Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 


JANUARY 1986 


9 Thur No meeting - layout running only 
26 =Sun Running day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
FEBRUARY 
13. Thur General meeting - Guest Speaker - 
V/Line 
Model —- VR 'M' Wagon (kit) 
Photo - Model Water Tower/Tank 
16 =Sun Working Bee - 10 am 
23. = Sun Open Day - BBQ lunch - invited guests 
11 am 
HHH HHH eI HHHHK 
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Exhibition Manager for the last 
is Bob Edwards, shown here at Camberwell in 1985. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


There's a series of little books called Focus 
on Railway Modelling put out by Almark that I've 
somehow not seen till now. No 1, Baseboard Tech- 
niques was published in 1977, but can still give 
ideas on basic techniques for anyone willing to 
look through the 24 clearly illustrated pages. 
I'll keep my eye out for others in the series. 


The Brief History of the Launceston and Wes- 
tern Railway, 1867-1904 (Brian Chamberlain), is 


brief indeed, and the Summary of Main Events in 
the front tells why. The company was registered 
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in 1867, the line opened in 1871 and closed in 
1872, after which it resumed under government 
control. Those living along the track had agreed 


to a levy in case of loss; when the company failed 
and bailiffs seized the goods of the guarantors 


few years 


and offered them for sale 'six men dressed in 
black as undertakers, wearing black gloves and 
grim expressions, with black crepe on their tall 
hats, walked into the sale room. On their shoul- 
ders they carried a coffin and on its lid lay 
an axe, Their leader let it be known that the 
first person to bid in the sale would be beheaded 
and carried away in the coffin. No sale took 
place that day'. Possibly the last, but not 
the most exciting, event in the line's very brief 
life. 

On 27 June this year, R707 passed its final 
Steam test and the 'Plan R' group had their massive 
toy officially back on the rails, after 14 years 
of negotiation and damned hard work. The Return 
of R/07 is a souvenir booklet put out at the time 
of its first public run. Mainly a collection 
of photographs of the immense amount and variety 
of work involved. Those who would do likewise 
should take note. Those who just profit by the 
Operation should doff their metaphorical hats. 

Platina Publications have produced another 
of Peter Medlin's worthy series of factual data, 
Locomotives Built by the New South Wales (Govern- 
ment) Railways. Certainly useful to check whether 
that particular road number could ever have been 
allotted. 

BHP Tramways Centenary History by David Griff- 
iths is published by Mile End Railway Museum, 
and that presumably explains why the book deals 
only with the South Australian part of BHP's oper- 
ations. The tramways in question are those oper- 
ating from Whyalla and Port Lincoln. As always 
with the Museum, the book is well produced, infor- 
mative, thoroughly readable and with lots of illus- 
trations. 

After several months of feast, this column 
this month seems like famine. There may be a 
bonus. If the Editor is in a good mood, there'll 
be a supplement - a list of secondhand books for 
sale. Some are on behalf of the Library - mainly 
realising on donations of books that duplicate 
items we already hold - some on behalf of members. 
(This is the moment to declare my interest - one 
of the members is me). In the case of members' 
sales, 10% will go.to the Branch. 

If it works this time, I'll try to repeat 
the exercise annually - more often if the demand 
deems to warrant it. 

Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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ANNUAL EXHIBITION - 
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VICTORIAN 
MARCH 1986 


The 1986 Exhibition will be held at the Cam- 
berwell Civic Centre from Friday 7 March to Monday 
10 March. The times are as follows: 

Friday and Saturday 10 am to 10 pm 
Sunday and Monday 10 am to 7 pm 

Again this year the number of applications 
exceeded the available space. There will be 
several new layouts, as well as some which have 
been seen before, also a wide selection of Society 
and Commercial displays. 

The roster supervisor 
is again John Frost. If you are able to help 
at the Exhibition, make yourself known to John 
at any General Meeting, and put your name on the 
roster. The roster is for AMRA members who can 
man Victorian Branch layouts, stands and other 
sundry duties at the Exhibition. DO NOT put 
your name on the roster if you are working on 
a private, commercial or other society exhibit. 
If you cannot get to a General Meeting, but wish 
to help at the Exhibition, contact John at - 


8 Tristania Street Telephone 848 2236 
EAST DONCASTER 3109 (7-9 pm) 
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for the Exhibition 
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Two very important aspects of the Exhibition 
are the setting up and packing up. We need assis- 
tance at the Clubrooms at 8 am on the Thursday 
to load and transport exhibits to Camberwell, 
and help at the close of the Exhibition to pack 
up, so keep them in mind when filling in the ros- 
ter, 

The Committee of Management has made the 
decision that all operators on the Club MODRAIL HO 
layout must wear an AMRA shirt or jacket, while 


Operating at Camberwell. To assist with the 
roster, please write YES in the appropriate column 
when putting your name on the roster if you have 


an AMRA shirt or jacket. 
The Exhibition is put on for the 
of each and every member. The Exhibitic 
the show case of AMRA to the public, so let us 
promote our Association in the best possible way. 
AS in past years, we are catering for the 


pens 
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Demolition of a shed - Vic- 


torian Branch 


] The shed before the demol- 
ition team moved in. 


3 Peter Engiand, Bill Secker, 


Brian Southwell, Mike Sibley 
and Jack Treseder attack the 
shed. Roger Lloyd seems 
unsure what to do with the 


sheet or iron. 


AMRA Journal 


Railway Modellers with the AMRA (Victorian Branch) 
OPEN MODELLING COMPETITION. 
The Competition has three sections: 
if Locomotive 
2 Rolling Stock a Freight 
b Passenger 
3 Lineside Structure 
The winner will be awarded the AMRA (Victorian 
Branch) Cup. Trophies will be presented to each 
of the three section winners and the Fybren Models 
Award will be presented to the modeller of the 
best entry made from an Australian produced kit. 
Models are to be entered at the AMRA Information 
Stand at the Camberwell Civic Centre between 
6 and 8 pm on Thursday 6 March, All models must 
be collected at the conclusion of the Exhibition 
at 7 pm on Monday 10 March. 
Bob Edwards 
Exhibition Manager 
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R Lloyd and 
W Secker 


2 Work begins. 
J Treseder outside. 
and P England inside. 


AMRA Journal No 169 Page 197 


4 Almost finished, Mike Sib- 
ley and Jack Treseder continue 
the attack. The rest super- 
vise. 


c™ 5 Mike Sibley works on the 
last section held by Brian 
Southwell. Peter England 
does some calisthenics, while 
Roger Lloyd writes his memoirs. 


All photos by foreman, Geoff 
Brown. 


View of the Clubrooms’ from 


_ Wills Street. 
Gorfield Station on the AMRA 
Victorian Branch Modrail 
layout with B78 stopping on a 
local passenger train. 
fr’ 


Photo by Geoff Brown 
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On behalf of A.M.R.A. Victorian Branch and members 


See The Librarian (Brian Southwell) 


at a Branch Meeting 


Or send a cheque to 

T.B.S50uthwell 

1 Wellington Av 

Blackburn, 3138 

(Include $1.66 per volume for packing and postage) 

go to the Branch. 


19% of the price of books sold for members will 


Along the Line in Tasmania. Book 2, Private Lines. Traction Pubns '72 $1.92 
Australian Name Trains of the °?@s. Robin Bromby. Cromarty Pr.1962 $2.90 
Australian Railways. G.C.Singleton (Around Australia Program) Nelson Double- 
day. 1967 $9.50 
Coals to Maitland. Steve McNicol. Railmac Pubns. 1982 $2.50 
The Electric Railways of New South Wales. $.£&.Dornan & R.G.Henderson. AETA 
1775 $3.90 
Freight Vehicles. Public Transport Commission of NSW. 1979 $3.00 
from the archives:a pictorial view of the Victorian Railways in the pre 1926 
era. ARHS (Vic).198¢ $2.00 
A Guide to the Railways of N.S.W. S.Sharp. Searail Productions 1979. $3.88 
Hotham Valley Tourist Valley. Guide Book. L.G.Watson & J.C.Purcell.nd. $1.d¢d 
List of Locomotives Built by the Victorian Railways. Flatina Pubns. (Report 
No.1) 1983 $1.dg 
The Mile End Railway Museum. The First Ten Years.John Wilson. 1974 $2.98 
Mile End’s Steam Finale. Kenn Pearce. Railmac.1983. $2.90 
New Ideas in Model Railroading. Jim Mourning & Bob Rolofson.Trend 1957 $9.50 
Northern Outpost. John Kerr. Mossman Central Mill Co.Ltd. 1979 (hd/bd) $4.59 
The Observer’s Book of Steam Locomotives of Australia. David Burke. Methuen, 
1979 (hd/bd) $1.59 
Picton-Mittagong Loop-line Railway. William 4. Bayley.Austrail Pubns.nd. $1.50 
A Pictorial History of Railways & Tramways of Western Tasmania. Ronald K. Aubrey 
-OBM Bookshop, 1975 $3.09 
The Rails Go Westward. Patsy Adam Smith. Macmillan. 1969. (hd/bd) $4.00 
Rails to the Millewa North. Bruce McLean. ARHS (Vic.). 1975 $1.52 
Railview’s New South Wales. S.Halgren & D. Lowe. Lodestar Press.1984. $2.90 
The Railway Enthusiast’s Encyclopedia. O.5.Nock.Arrow Books.19739. $5.00 
Railway History in Illawarra. G.C.Singleton.Illawarra Hist. Soc.1969 $1.90 
The Railway Navvies. Terry Coleman. Penguin, 1969. $2.59 
Railways of Southern Africa. O.S.Nock. A&C Black. 1971. (hd/bd) $5.05 
The Railways of the South Maitland Coalfields. Gifford H.Eardley. ARHS(NSW) 
1969. (spine slightly torn) $2.00 
S.A.R.Narrow Gauge Locomotive Register. Steve McNicol. Railmac. 1981. $1.50 
S.7T.A.Railcars. Steve McNicol. Railmac.1981. $1.9¢ 
Silverton Tramway Locomotives. Steve McNicol. Railmac. 1981. $1.99 
Single Line Railways. 0.S.Nock. David & Charles. 1966. (H/BD) $3.09 
Steam Album. First Division. NSW Rail Transport Museum. 1968. $1.59 
Steam Album. Second Division. NSW Rail Transport Museum. 1969. $1.59 
Steam Locomotive Data. Public Transport Commission of NSW.1974. $2.00 
Steam’s Last Decade. Keith Turton. ARHS(Vic.3.1961. ‘ihd/bd). $7. dd 
Sydney Suburban Steam Railways. William A.Bayley.Austrail Pubns.nd. $1.59 
Timber and Gold. Norm Houghton. LRRSA. i988. (autog. by author) (hd/bd) $4.50 
Transporting the Black Diamond. Book 1. Colliery Railways of the Illawarra 
District. Gifford Eardley. Traction Publications, 1968. $1.dd 
Vicrail Locomotives. Steve McNicco!. Railmac. 1981. $1.00 
WAGR Locomotives, 1949-19635. A.Gunzburg. ARHS(W.A.). 1968 $1.0¢0 
The Waratah Story. Patricia Fleming. Sentinel-Times Frint. nd $9.50 
West by Steam.Dale Budd. NSW Rail Transport Museum. 1972. $2.98 
The Wolgan Valley Railway -Its Construction. Henry Deane. ARHS(NSW)’79 $1.59 
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PRESIDENT'S PIECE 


Another year about over and another success- 
ful exhibition behind us. Many thanks are due 
to various people for the smooth and efficient 
running of the Exhibition, and include the follow- 
ing: 
ee and June Larmour as Exhibition Manager 
and better half, respectively 
Ladies who manned the take-away food 
Ivo and Corine Bunker and family for organising 
and running the nibble bar 
Norm Read for printing 
John Skilton for advertising 
Dave Bennett for poster and ticket artwork 
Bob Wardrop for setting up the telephone system 
Keith Cooper for the roster 
And .all the NSW Branch members who contributed 
with their services 


A special mention of the help received from 
interstate members Gus and Marj Durham from WA 
and Jack and Dot Treseder from Victoria. Local 
members take note; without the help of interstate 
members we would be scratching to cover all the 
duties, in fact we even utilised the services 
of members of the SCMRA for scenery demonstrations 
and other duties and one member of the GNWM and 
MRS (and that's just the initials) from Karratha, 
WA, pulling drinks to relieve those on the nibble 
bar. 

To anyone else I have forgotten, my apologies 
and thanks. 

The smorgasboard on the Saturday night proved 
popular; we hope to hold this as a feature of 
future exhibitions. 

It was especially pleasing to see and talk 
to our regular interstate friends, plus some new 
ones; we hope you enjoyed yourselves and look 
forward to seeing you again next year. 

Looking back on the past program, we were 
once again treated to an excellent presentation 
by Ray Love on Branchline Operation in the North 
and West of NSW. We look forward to Ray's next 
Slide show/talk on branchlines in the south of 
the State. 

Regards. 

Bruce Norton 


PS GNWM and MRS stands for Great North Western 
Model and Miniature Railway Society and share 
the grounds of the Hamersley Iron Six Mile Compound 
with the Pilbara Railway Historical Society. 
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AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE 1985 MODEL RAILWAY 
EXHIBITON 


Best Club Australian Prototype Layout 
Hawkesbury, Australian Model Railway Assoc- 
lation 
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Best Layout 
Franklin County Railroad 


Best Private Australian Prototype Layout 
Crafton 


Best Commercial Stand 
South Pacific Electric Railway 
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Best Non-Australian Layout 
Lenzkirch 


Most Popular Layout by Public Vote 
Franklin County Railroad 


The winners of the various competitions are 
as follows: 


Guessing Competition: 
Ticket 0142, L McCarthy, 204 Livingston Road, 
Marrickville, NSW 


Winner of the Bill Webb-donated train set for 

guessing the most popular layout by public vote: 
Ellison Kuhn, 6 Dampier Crescent, Fairfield 
West, NSW 


HH HHH 


ATTENTION: 
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AMRA MEMBERS 


SPECIAL OFFER - FREE $100 BILLS!! 


Ha! [I knew that would get your attention! 
Numerous members I spoke to at the Exhibition 
told me that they had only flicked through the 
last Journal and tossed it aside. So I had to 
think up something more attention-grabbing than 
"HEY, YOU!! READ THIS!!' A word of advice 
for Phil Kelly - if you want to make sure that 
all members read your messages, offer them new 
$100 notes, they'll certainly read it - in fact, 
for $100 they'll read anything! (although I 
am not seriously suggesting that you actually 
pay them $100 bills!) 

Well, what about our Exhibition? To quote 
a famous (Sydney) sports commentator, I must admit 
I was 'flabbergasted..... flabbergasted’ about 
it! Actually, it started off relatively quiet 
on the Saturday and Sunday, but press coverage 
in the Sunday evening news bulletins of Channel 
Nine and the ABC, plus overcast weather on the 
Monday, ensured a huge attendance on the last 
day of the Exhibition. As always, a very special 
thanks to Graham and June Larmour for leading 
the organisation of the Exhibition. 

The Exhibition was a great experience for 
me and taught me a lot about the Association I 
belong to. My column this month will be a little 
longer than usual, but please bear with me so 
that I can share my thoughts with you. 

A few weeks before the Exhibition, I became 
a little worried about the future of AMRA —- both 
in NSW and across the country. This had been 
brought about by a number of things. Firstly, 
the continuing and 'behind the scenes' bitterness 
between east and west was, in my view, beginning 
to seriously divide the Association. Secondly, 
some personality conflicts had apparently sprung 
up within AMRA causing further divisions, espec- 
ially within State branches. Thirdly, was my 
Own perception of members wanting to do no more 
in AMRA than run trains - the last two modelling 
competitions in NSW, for example, were dismal 
failures with no entries being received. Finally, 
my own pleas for help in preparing Hawkesbury 
for the Exhibition seemingly fell on deaf ears. 
All of this was fuelled by information provided 
by our Registrar that, on balance, the NSW Branch 
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has been losing members steadily for the past 
few years. On top of this, I personally know 
of numerous members who, for all intents and pur- 
poses, represent nothing more than names on a 
list - they simply couldn't be bothered going 
to meetings (even though they are able to) because 
they 'have better things to do’. 


Sounds bad, doesn't it? Well, on the sur- 


face, unfortunately, this is how AMRA appears 
to some in the hobby - both inside and outside 
AMRA - and this perception is spreading through 
to others. But, as the Exhibition showed me, 


deep down inside (hopefully not too deep), AMRA is 
a very closely knit body. At the last meeting 
before the Exhibition, tabled as a layout operation 
night, many members turned up to help with Hawkes- 
bury - mainly in building all those badly needed 
trees. Again, later in that week, I received 
many calls from members offering assistance with 
the layout, whether in loading and unloading it 


from the trailer or volunteering rolling stock 
for the weekend. 
At the Exhibition itself, I can honestly 


Say that I have never seen a group of people work- 
ing so closely together - and I have belonged 
to quite a few clubs and associations of various 
types (but mostly small groups), and none of them 
have displayed anywhere near the degree of friend- 
ship I have seen in AMRA, There has been much 
debate in the past as to whether we are a "club’, 
a 'group' or an ‘'association'. Personally, I 
don't care which of these we are, since I believe 
that we are something much more than any of these - 
we are a family. 

As an example, on the Friday afternoon at 
Liverpool while setting up for the Exhibition, 
two of the members decided to break for lunch. 
They sat themselves down at a small, square table 
with a seating capacity of four. A few minutes 
later, two other members joined them. Some more 
members walked in and decided they wanted to sit 
with the other four. These four didn't object, 
even though there was no room and there were plenty 
of vacant tables about. Well, this went on for 
about half an hour until eventually, there were 
more than a dozen AMRA members crowded around 
the one, small table. Later on, when still more 
members wanted to sit with us all around that 
one table, we got all the tables and put them 
together. You can't get much closer than that! 
And it was all on again at dinner that evening! 

This kind of atmosphere remained throughout 
the Exhibition, and the visitors from Western 
Australia, Victoria and Queensland Branches cer- 
tainly blended in very well indeed. 


The message from this is very clear. At 
the heart of AMRA, there is a very strong 'core' - 
a friendship that binds up like a family. £ 


feel that it is up to each and every one of us 
to ensure that this core remains, strengthens 
and proliferates through to the surface as often 
as possible, and not just at exhibitions. Exer- 
cise a little tolerance of other members' ideas 
and prototype preferences. Be a little more 
understanding and don't be too quick to criticise 
or condemn. 

To those members who are inactive (by their 
own choosing), visit our Clubrooms, take part 
in our activities. After all, you're part of 
the family too! If there's something about AMRA 
that you do not like, tell us and don't go 'bad 
mouthing’ AMRA to everyone within hearing distance. 

We are very lucky to belong to a group like 
AMRA. I don't know about you, but I am very 
proud to be part of the AMRA family. 

Philip Morgan 
Branch Editor 
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LAYOUT NEWS 


Since the last issue of Journal, not much 
has happened on the Club's layouts; the exception 
being Hawkesbury, with most of the ‘layout workers' 
spending their time helping with the preparations 
for the Exhibition to such, the only news this 
time concerns Hawkesbury. 

Well, in the two weeks prior to the Exhibition 
there was a mad rush on down at the Clubrooms 
to get Hawkesbury finished. The layout is now 
covered with beautiful gum trees. My sincere 
and many thanks to all members who helped build 
those trees. To all of you, I have great news: 
your help really paid off - we won the award for 
the Best Australian Prototype Club Layout at the 
Exhibition! 

Hawkesbury has now been set up in the Club- 
rooms, and those longer-term projects can now 
Start. I have not totally discarded the idea 
of the Clayton's Catenary - I would greatly apprec-— 
late some feedback from you all with your own 
views on this. Note that sections of the caten- 
ary - if installed - will be permanent, but that 
other sections, mainly those across Knapsack Gully, 
will be made removable to facilitate storage on 
the trailer. 

Philip Morgan 
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LIBRARY REPORT 


Since last report, a large number of books 
have been received in the Library; all of the 
following books have been donated by Graham Lar- 
mour. 

The Colourful World of Steam ~ J Westwood 
Travelling by Train in the Edwardian Age - P Unwin 
Caledonian Cavalcade - A Glen, I Glen and A Dunbar 
LNWR Signalling - R Foster 

British Rail Scrapbook, 1953 ~ J Adams and P White- 
house 

Heavy Goods Engines of the War Department - 

J Rowledge 

LMSR Locomotives - H Casserley 

South Australian Diesel Pictorial - D Colquhoun 

The Young Engineer Book of Supertrains - Usborne 
The Era of the K & J Class Locomotives of the 
Victorian Railways - S Watson 

LNWR Locomotives - O S Nock 

Locomotives of China - P Clark 

Preserved Locomotives - H Casserley 

Preserved Railway and Tramway Rolling Stock in 
Australia - P Charrett 

Australian Buses - L Pascoe 

Preserved Engines in Steam - R Carlisle 

Railway and War - D Bishop and K Davis 

Silverton Tramway Locomotives - S McNicol 

NZR Locomotives - S McNicol 

Promontory's Locomotives - G Best 

C17, an Ipswich Portfolio - J Burgess 

The Steam Locomotives of New Zealand - I Bullock 
Spotter's Guide to Diesel Recognition - B Nicolle 
Buses and Trolley Buses - D Kaye 
British Railway Signalling - 
A Williams 

Guide to Rail Transport Museum - Western Australia 
LMS Turbine Locomotive 6202 - R Carter 

The Railway Stamps of Mainland Australia - Ingles, 
Presgrove and Craig 

The Revenue and Railway Stamps of Tasmania - Ingles 
and Craig 

Vacuum Brakes - I Moore 

Trolley Busses of Tasmania - I Cooper 


G Kichenside and 


D Bennett 
Branch Librarian 
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SALES CUPBOARD OFFERINGS 


An interesting and different use for the 
pin vise with wooden handle previously advertised 
($1.50 each) is to hold surgical blades (just 
in case you want to do some elective surgery). 

Although we still have the foam plastic loco 
cradles at $1.50 each, we are out of the strip 
insert suitable for adapting the cradle for N 
scale equipment. 

We now have the PVA glue packaged in conven- 


ient 1 litre containers at no extra cost - $4.50 
per litre. 
New Item - solder paste with flux at $2.50 


per 20 millilitre (80 gm) (approx). Please note 
that the flux is corrosive and that any residue 
should be washed off after soldering. This prod- 
uct is not suitable for electrical/electronic 


work. 
| HH HH HHH HHH 

TIMETABLE 
DECEMBER 

7 Sat Layout Operation, Christmas Party and 

film evening 

13. Fri NMRA Tape/Slide clinics 
21 Sat Layout Operation 
27 Fri Layout Operation 
JANUARY 1986 

4 Sat Bring and Show 
10 Fri Films from National Film Library 
18 Sat Modelling Competition 

Model display - steam locos (tender 
type) 

24 Fri NMRA Tape/Slide clinics 
FEBRUARY 

1 Sat Annual General Meeting 
14 Fri Layout Operation 
15. Sat Inter Club Workshop/Clinic 


'Paining —- Some Aspects Of' 


KEKE HHHEH 


NOTES ON TIMETABLE 
Saturday 7 December - Christmas Party 


Don't miss out on this event as numbers are 
limited to 70 persons due to the commercial cater- 
ing which will feature a beef spit. The menu 
also includes sausages, ham slices, frankfurts, 
salads and dessert. Payment of $5 per person, 
paid in advance, is required - see any committeeman 
to make your reservation and payment. 

Films will be shown in the evening. 
Peoceedings 
1400-1800 
1 800-2000 


Layout operation 
Party 


2000-2130 
2130- ? 


Friday 13 December; Friday 24 Januar 
NMRA Tape/Slide Clinics 

Well Murphy really struck on our last clinic 
evening (Friday 11 October). Firstly, we couldn't 


obtain one of the clinics advertised, but worse 
was still to reveal itself; on the night we opened 


Films 
Bull session 


the slide boxes, disaster - the three slide boxes, 


Supposedly containing 249 slides, contained approx- 
imately 5! Just goes to show, the only time 
you don't check the contents! 

On 13 December we hope to show - 


a identifying and explaining loco parts; 
9) the Lilliputian world scenery construction; 
Cc colouring scenery. 


On 24 January - 


a blending backdrops with scenery; 
D rocks; 
Cc realism with plastic structures. 


Friday 4 January - Bring and Show 


Your chance to show off those Christmas pres- 
ents and let us know about them, even show them 
running on the layouts. 


Friday 10 January 


Films from National Film Lending Collection 
to be shown are as follows: 
Take a Ride (25 minutes) - 1978 Australia 
Nullabor Interlude (16 minutes) - 1962 Australia 
Northern Territory Fillers No 6 (5 minutes) - 1981 
Australia 
Barney Oldfield's 
1913 USA 
Freight Yard (20 minutes) - 1942 USA 


Saturday 18 January - Modelling Competition and 
Model Display - steam locos (tender types) 


Race for Life (15 minutes) - 


This is your last chance to gain those valu- 
able points to win this year's competition. 
If you don't have a model for the competition, 


please bring along your favourite steamer/s and 


let us know why it is your favourite/s. 


Saturday 15 January - Inter-club workshop/clinic 


AMRA will be hosting this event at our Rock- 
dale Clubrooms and the topic will be ‘Painting - 
Some Aspects Of, and will feature a session by 
Val Bennett on painting those tremendous back- 
scenes which grace Hawkesbury, the N gauge layout 
and Dave's modules. Philip Morgan will demon- 
Strate the painting of locomotives and rolling 
stock. 
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5243 with Turret 
tender. Purchased in 19/70, 
this loco still represents 
good value for money. 


Locomotive 


Photo by Geoff Brown 
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EXTRACTS FROM BRANCHLINE 
DOWN MEMORY LANE...... 


Looking through some old copies of ‘Model 
Railway News' from 1958, I came upon the following 
two items which had originated from Oz. 

Firstly, from a Mr I M Edwards, who signed 
himself as the Vice President of the South Austra- 
lian Railway Modellers Association. 

"Dear Sir, 

I sincerely hope that you publish this letter 
in the interest of the hobby out here in Australia. 
For years, ever since the war, modellers in this 
country have been waiting for trackwork for 00 
gauge to be manufactured in Australia. 

This is essential owing to annoying import 
restrictions. I belong to a club which is at 
present building a layout and is held up by lack 
of track. Firms such as Wrenn, Peco, Gem and 
Welkut, etc, all find ready market out here for 
their products, but there is not anywhere near 
enough available, and as a consequence, modellers 
just starting out are lost to the hobby, due to 
not having the foundation for their trains - TRACK- 
WORK. 

Manufacturers, to you this letter is a plea; 
please manufacture your trackwork in Australia, 
Or allow some already established manufacturer 
to do so under licence." 

The second one was a part of the editorial 
column, 'The Turntable’, in February 1958 issue. 


"The Australian Model Railway Association 
is tackling the big job of compiling a master 
catalogue of TT, HO, OO and O gauge equipment 
available in all parts of the world. We shudder 
to think the magnitude of this task, although 
acknowledging the value of the finished work if 
continual amendments are made to keep it up to 
date. 

The master catalogue is aimed at the scratch- 
builder and those who intend to vary their ready- 
made equipment with self-built items. The cata- 
logue is planned to be presented to the members 
of the AMRA and to members of any other or ganisa- 
tions who intend to subscribe to it. It will 
be set up on the basis of a numerical order system 
(similar to the Dewey system used by librarians) 
and should form a ready cross-section and non- 
commercial reference publication of model railway 
equipment available from all parts of the world, 
with special emphasis on non-dollar_ sources. 
It is felt by members of the AMRA that the compil- 
ation of a master-catalogue will serve all inter- 
ested parties in the hobby, making new markets 
available to manufacturers and a greater dissemin- 
ation of knowledge of products to every interested 
modeller. (The AMRA is a non-profit organisation 
and intends to compile the catalogue without pre- 
judice or bias). 

The letter dealing with this subject and 
received by us incorporated this request to manu- 
facturers and distributors: "Please let us have 
two copies of your catalogue and/or price lists; 
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also, if possible, samples of your products, marked 
with suggested retail prices in your own currency 
and in Swiss francs. Prices will be published 
in the AMRA master catalogues as current retail 
prices in these currencies plus £ Australian, 
excluding customs, excise, local taxes and hand-— 
ling. Please send your catalogues wherever poss- 
ible by air mail, marked clearly 'Sample of no 
commercial value’ to the address underneath. 
Catalogues and samples will become the property 
of the AMRA,' 

Mr IM Laszlo, of Falt 16, 102 Bridge Street, 
West Tamworth, 4N, NSW, Australia, is the gentleman 
to contact." 

I wonder if anything ever came of these two 
‘memories from the past’. 


Nonny 
HHH HHH HHH HHKEK 
VIDEO WORLD 
The required number of 'Guinea Pigs' for 


critical appraisal of the three video tapes so 
far made at Meltham have been found and soon they 
will be getting each of the tapes in turn to give 
their ‘honest’ opinions about the quality and 
value to them (as ‘distant’ modellers). 

The tapes have all had a title ‘'spliced' 
in and have some appropriate musical introduction 
audio dubbed onto the tape. Still to be done 
(and probably before the tapes are made available 
for general Library loan) is the improving of 
the ‘close-ups' by video dubbing in of stills 
of the items being described by the speaker at 
the demonstration - some of the telephoto close-ups 
taken by zooming in on the subject matter as it 
was being described are not really good enough 
and the insertion of the stills will improve this 
aspect enormously. 

Also, one of the cameras we have been using 
has a somewhat inefficient omni-directional micro- 
phone and the clarity of some of the spoken word 
is not so good. A uni-directional mike or a 
lapel mike to be worn by future speakers will 
improve this aspect. 
™ Another possibility we might experiment with 
1s to pay a visit to a member's layout and shoot 
it extensively with a video camera. We may even 
be able to get the owner to 'go on camera' and 
describe what he's done and what he has yet to 
do. It would be the video equivalent of a layout 
visit. 

HH HK 


LAYOUT NOTES 
HALTWHISTLE LAYOUT 


Over recent weeks, Peter Dean has been busy 
with the modifications to the point motors and, 
as a result, this is now nearing completion. 
Barry Keens has reconstructed the Haltwhistle 
church, which had been becoming decidedly dilap- 
idated. It is now somewhat larger (due to the 
population of Haltwhistle village growing) and 
is more robustly constructed. 
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It has been proposed that the station throat 
at Haltwhistle be redesigned and rebuilt, so as 
to eliminate the point that crosses the baseboard 
joint and which has caused so many problems in 
the past. These modifications to be track layout 
at Haltwhistle will also allow a short headshunt 
to be added. This work will probably be under- 
taken over the next few weeks. 
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COLORADO PACIFIC RAILROAD 


Progress on the Colorado Pacific Railroad, 
the Club's new N scale layout has been virtually 
non-existent recently due to other commitments 
and a certain lack of enthusiasm. Work should, 
however, resume in the near future on this major 
project. 

Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 
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PROGRAM 
DECEMBER 


2 Mon Video Evening 
Another evening in front of the 'telly' - the 
program will include footage from the Victorian 
Branch Model Railway Exhibition last March and 
from our own Exhibition in June. Also some new 
material not seen before in Perth (Southern Pacific 
"Daylight' No 4449, etc). 
7 Sat Club Projects Afternoon 
11 Wed 'Private Owner Tank Wagons on British 
Railways' 
Alan Porter did not have enough time on 
2 September to cover anything other than the Pri- 
vate Owner mineral wagons of British Railways, 
so he'll be talking on this occasion on the second 


most common form of PO wagon in Britain - the 
tank wagon, 

16 Mon Time Operations at Haltwhistle-on-Tyne 
21 Sat General Club Activities 

25 Wed NO MEETING 

30 Mon General Club Activities 


HR TH HER HF 


TIMES OF MEETINGS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Mondays and Wednesdays 8 pm 
Saturdays 2 pm 

All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms, 
upon Meltham Station, unless otherwise stated. 
The rooms will be open 15 minutes earlier than 
above. 
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PROTOTYPE NOTES 


Club meetings will once again be interrupted 
by freight trains (do I hear some cheers?). The 
line from Robb Jetty to Fremantle is to be convert- 
ed into single line dual gauge during October 
and early November. This involves rerouting 
freight to/from Leighton via City with reversal 
in Fremantle as the narrow gauge is being torn 
up and converted to dual gauge. Standard gauge 
trains will be using the new track and temporary 
Sslews will be introduced each week to retain the 
Standard gauge connections. 

Track rationalisation at City Station is 
scheduled to start early in October in preparation 
for building a car park over the eastern end of 
the station. This will result in the removal 
of all mechanical signalling presently operated 
from C Cabin (Barrack Street), including those 
lovely four-doll bracket signals near Moore Street. 

3956 
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CEMENT RENDER 


Got problems in rendering your model build- 


ings? See Taubmans All-Weather cement, brick 
and fibro acrylic (brochures available from your 
local paint suppliers - the brochure has sample 


patches, giving colours and texture). 

It can also be used for road. surfaces. 
It would need colouring, but that would not appear 
to present any real difficulties. 


Ted Thoday 
Ie HIE HRI HHEKH HHH 
TRAIN TEASERS 
1 Where is the world's largest steel arch span? 
2 Which BR station never had any trains? 
3 When did the WAGR run a special train from 


Perth to Coolgardie with a driver, a diver and 
diving gear to rescue a trapped miner in the record 
time of 13 hours? (Just in case you're worried 
as to safe working and other railway matters, 
there were also a fireman and a guard on the train) 
5 Apart from being that obscure British Railways 
Station in North Wales, what does - 
LLANFAIRRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROBWLLLLANTYSILIO 
GOGOCH 

(whew!) - mean? 


6 Where is the world's longest railway tunnel? 
(ANSWERS ELSEWHERE) 
HEHE HHH HEH HH 


WHAT'S IN A NAME 


Another series, which might be used _ from 
time to time as a 'space filler', is starting 
off in this issue and, again, is the result of 
indomitable Nonny Mouse ferreting (nay - to use 
an expression - 'mousing around') in his archives. 
It has as its source of information a little book 
titled ‘Locomotive Nicknames’ by T Middlemas and 
published by Steamchest Publications of Theydon 
Bois (pronounced ‘boys'), Essex. As can be guess- 
ed, it deals with the nicknames given to British 
locomotives by their handlers as expressions of 
love, hate, humour, testiness, inspiration, pers- 
piration, etc. As we have so many Brits in the 
WA Branch of AMRA, Nonny hopes he will be forgiven 
for this series! 

Let's start off with a couple of the 'funny' 
ones! 

BICYLES A group of five engines, first 
2-4-Os built at Swindon, brought -out in 1868. 
Unusually ugly for GWR locos, they had platforms 
of broad gauge style which curved over the driving 
wheels to form rim splashers; hence their nick- 
hame, Later modifications made very little diff- 
erence to their appearance. Nonetheless, all 
the 'Bicyles' achieved well over one million miles 
and contrived to put in nearly 50 years' service 
before they were withdrawn during First World 
War years. 


BLOOMERS Bloomer custume was’ introduced 
in America by Mrs Bloomer, of New York in 1849, 
When she visited the UK, the fashion was adopted 
by a few in the West End of London about 1851, 
but was later discarded under ridicule. Neverthe- 
less, the comparative immodesty of the dress was 
attached to locomotives then emerging which showed 
more of the wheels than was customary. 

Most celebrated 'Bloomers' were the LNWR 
2-2-2s of 1854/61, designed by J E McConnell. 
Appropriately, they came in sizes. 

‘Small Bloomers', 1854/61, had driving wheels 
6'6" in diameter, But they lacked adhesion, 
and by 1876 they were relegated to minor duties. 
‘Large Bloomers', 1851/62, had driving wheels 7' 
in diameter. They handled much Southern Division 
express work up to 1874, when the 'Precedents' 
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took over. Finally, the ‘Extra Large Bloomers’, 
1861, built at Wolverton, topped them all by ap- 
pearing with wheels 7'6" in diameter. Pe “1s 


Said that Crewe did not deploy these engines to 


their best advantage. All 'Bloomers' had inside 
frames and axle bearings, and no cabs. 


CHINESE PUZZLES (also nicknamed Ardsley Tanks) 
A 'new' type of O0-6-OT introduced by Gresley in 
1914, In place of the GNRs long standing trad- 
ition of saddle tanks, the new design incorporated 
large side tanks which, extending forward to the 
front of the smokebox, were tapered at front to 
assist shunting visibility. Openings were also 
provided in the sidetanks to facilitate access 
to the inside motion. Of 30 locos built between 
1914 and 1919, 27 were sent to work in the large 
marshalling yards around Ardsley in the West Riding 
of Yorkshire. 

By 1939 Gresley added a further 72. 
many went to Ardsley. Seven, however, were des- 
patched to Cadder, near Glasgow, where lay the 
LNERs only gravity marshalling yard in the Scottish 
Area. By now, these strange looking tanks were 
a commonplace sight to GNR men, Not so to Scot- 
tish locomen, who, intrigued by their appearance, 
promptly christened them 'Chinese Puzzles', or 
‘Submarines', The tanks were to remain undisturb- 
ed at Cadder for 20 years. By 1965, all Ardsley 
tanks, however they were known or wherever they 
were located, had vanished. They were, of course, 
the GNR Class J23, which became the LNER Class 
cel When first built, they used secondhand 
boilers from Ivatt O-8-2Ts which were being reboil- 
ered, Some slightly larger surplus boilers (4'5" 
diameter) from other freight engines being reboil- 
ered were used to build the first similar looking, 
but slightly larger locos which became the LNER 
Class J50. The 30 J51s were rebuilt to J50s 
between 1929 and 1935 and the 72 built in LNER 
days between 1926 and 1939 were all built as J5Os. 
Complicated, eh! 


Again, 
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HAVE YOU SEEN? 
Your Model Railway 


July (yes - we got it eventually!): Loco 
building in tinplate - 2. Layout Focus on Rose- 
ladden to Tregenver (P4) - should be read and 
Studied by all - the scenic detailing shown in 
the colour photographs has to be seen to be believ-— 
ed. Locating your buildings - more high class 
scenics. More detailing of DJH Class 5 4-6-0 
kit. Realistic timbers for your points. LNER 
coaches from lan Kirk kits, how to get the teak 
panelling effect. More electrics - signalling 
hardware. Radio control in Gauge 1. The Fama Om 
system from Switzerland examined, 
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August; Making handwheels and wire rings. 
Live steam in the garden. Loco building in tin- 
plate - 3. A look at the 'Mermaid' ballast 
trucks - with photographs too!! More on Rose- 
ladden. More on fitting your buildings into 
the landscape. An operating Midland TPO van 


in 4 mm. Light your coaches, etc, with HF. 
Mottisfont signal by LSWR. Operate your Zero 1 
fitted locos on conventional d.c. supply - a simple 
conversion. 

September: The final part 
Breakdown cranes - prototype practice. 
home made tools for working with Plasticard. 
live steam in the garden. Scratchbuilding an 
NER 4-4-0 loco. Compiling loco and rolling stock 
rosters. A look at JV catenary. Tan Kirk 
GWR Monster kit reviewed and built. 
own turnout drawings. 


of Roseladden. 
Simple 


KEKE HKKEK 


More - 


Make your. 


Railway Modeller 


August: 16 mm signals. A Jinty from card- 
board. OO in the garden. Adapting pre-group 
wagon kits. Irish narrow gauge - Kerr Stuart's 
Pacific tanks. Developing a 7 mm live’ steam 


loco. A Manning Wardle for O09. Four GWR van 
drawings. More bridges and tunnels. GNR 'Klon- 
dike’ Atlantic - photos, drawings, etc. "Buxwell' 


a NZ ‘what if' 
in Derbyshire. 


layout set in the Derwent Valley 


September: A private siding by Mike Gill. 
Loco building in styrene - a 'Claughton' in 4 
mm. Electrifying the Ratio GWR semaphore signals. 
LNWR 65'6" Dining Car from the Modellers World 
kit. Bricket Wood station drawings. Hand held 
point motor’ switcher. Modelling contemporary 


Indexing your references. 
Beattie's LSWR 2-4-OWT. 


HEKKE 


British freight stock. 
Bridges and tunnels. 


HERE 


Model Railway Journal 


No 2; Pethrick - a superb EM layout describ- 
ed. Rebuilding the Portescap gearbox. Finishing 
the 14XxX., Transmission components. Compensation 
for the 02. A small Brecon and Merthyr Railway 
Signal box. A GWR pillar type water tank. 
Weathering effects on steel structures. A Simplex 


0-4-0. 


KEKE HKKEE 


Practical Model Railways 


July: Superdetailing the Keil Kraft tram 
kit. Cornish mine buildings. Shoppers Guide 
to white metal loco kits. Kitbashing a Wills 
LNER A2 kit into an Al (pre DJH's kit). Hayle 
(Cornwall) wharves - Diesel brake tender (an art- 
icle by Barbara de Terry — come on ladies!). 


August:  Superdetailing the Lima 'Deltic'. 
Baseboard construction (adjustable legs, baseboard 
joiners). Modelling broad gauge rolling stock. 
A working level crossing. Review and construction 
of the Millholme 'Patriot' loco kit. Shoppers 
Guide to etched brass loco kits. Building 009 
coaches in Plasticard. 


KHKHE HHH HHH HK KEKE 


ANSWERS TO THE TRAIN TEASERS 


l Sydney Harbour Bridge's main span is 1650 feet 
long and was opened, as all good Sydneysiders 
know, on 19 March 1932. 


2 Dartmouth in Devon, as it is connected by 
ferry across the lower reaches of the Dart estuary 
to Kingswear station only. Notwithstanding this, 
it still had a very fine station building (see 
Model Railway Constructor 1970, p 380). 


4 It left Perth at 3 pm on 21 March 1907 and 
arrived at Coolgardie at 4 pm on 22 March, i.e. 
a journey time of 13 hours. The loco R174, on 
display at the Midland Centre Point Shopping Centre 
was one of the locos used on this train. This 
record stood until the introduction of the X Class 
diesels many years later. 


5 It's Welsh for 'The Church of St Mary in 
@ hollow of white hazel, near to a rapid whirlpool 
and to St Tysilio's Church near to a red cave' - 
so there! 


5 On the London Underground between East Finch- 
ley and Morden, via Bank, and it's 17 miles and 
928 yards in length, with 24 stations and three 
junctions in the tunnels. (The lengths that 
Some people will go to in order to conceal their 
fiddle yards! ) 
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ART 
GALLERY 


PRESIDENT'S PARAGRAPH 


Once again we can look back on a busy few 
months. The highlight of the period was the Auc- 
tion which once again was an enormous’ success. 
Auctioneering went on until 7 pm. Quite a bit 
of good humour was evidenced during the day and 
a good time experienced by all. Qur thanks go 
to all who helped make the day a success, especially 
the ladies who manned the refreshment stall. 

In early October a number of Queensland members 
managed to be in Sydney for the NSW Branch Annual 
Exhibition. On behalf of the Queensland Branch 
may I offer our thanks for the thoughtful courtesy 
extended to our members over the Exhibition time. 
Some were even seen manning one exhibit. We were 
rewarded to in gaining two prizes in the Federal 
Competition; congratulations John and Arthur. 

In the Clubrooms, with the threat of having 
to move to allow refurbishing for Expo, the accent 
has been on operation and some very good sessions 
have been held. An 'American' day saw some inter- 
esting trains on the layout and more days like 
this are planned. 

Three visits by interstate members have been 
enjoyed and again I invite all members from other 
States or the Queensland country to contact us 
if in Brisbane, even if not a scheduled night we 
may be able to arrange a special get together. 

Christmas greetings and a Happy New Year to 
ait. 


C Wall 
President 


The layout wagon and train 
shunts into the dock at Ascot 
Station for setting up at the 
careers display. A 1650 hp 
2400 class handles this load 
with ease. 


—VILTORIA BRIDGE 
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STR. BRISBANE 


QR_ LAYOUT NEWS 


After the most successful display at the Ascot 
Careers Exhibition, the layout was loaded back 
into the QLX wagon and sent to Ipswich for the 
Ipswich Railway Workshops Centenary Celebrations, 
being on display there for two days. Next, it 
was off to Maryborough, where some of the new elec- 
tric locos are being built, to coincide with a 
visit of State Parlimentarians, the date for this 
display being 30 September. 

In early October, preparations were made for 
its central Queensland visit; the proposed itin- 
erary was as follows: 


11-15 October Mackay 

16 Morabah and Cappobella 
17&18 Dysart 

19 Sarina 

20 | nay Point, Jilalan 
Zi Clermont 

ZZ Capella 

23 Emerald 

24 Blackwater and Bluff 
25 Dingo and Duringa 
26-29 Rockhampton 

30 Gracemore 

31 Mt Lorcom 

1-4 November Gladstone 


The schedule is a very busy one and it will 
be interesting to see how the layout and rolling 
Stock stands up to the travelling and use. 


HK I HH HH HHH 
At the Brisbane Exhibition 
Station Dock Platform the 
layout wagon (right) is on 
display for top railway of- 
ficials before its first 


major QR use during the Bris- 
bane RNA Show. 
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CLUBROOM NEWS 


> Meetings at the Clubrooms have seen good at- 
“tendances recently, and the 16.5 mm tracks have 
seen extensive use, 

The entertainment for the August Monthly Meet- 
ing was the branch's Annual Modelling Competition, 
with a good response from the membership. Voting 
was an ‘all in' popular vote method, with everyone 
taking part. Results were as follows: 


LOCOMOTIVES 

Ist N Johnman Sn345 QR DD17 

2nd =D Malone Trax 48 in reverse colours 
PASSENGER 

Ist J Hill Sn3% QR Gaurds Van No 51 
2nd N Johnman Sn33 QR Guards Van CLV 
GOODS 

lst J Hill Sn34 QR H Wagon 

2nd J Faingies HOn3 log cars 

STRUCTURES 

ist J Aili Puffing Billy Coal Stage 


So get cracking on your entry for next year.... 

On Saturday 31 August, a special US running 
day was held, proving to be most successful. Some 
US modellers were not able to attend, yet all tracks 
were in use and everyone had a good day. 

At the September workshop evening, the loco- 
motive pulling contest was held with an interesting 
roll up of entries. The Maintenance bench was 
modified by Russell Hynes with a pulley arrangement 
at one end serving the four-track gauges available. 
A light container and string were installed, the 
testing weights being ~" mudguard washers. Total 
washers lifted in Cy. The final results were 
as follows: 

STEAM 
Two Motors with Traction Tyres 
Ist S Malone Sn35 QR Beyer Garratt - Hamo Mech 


One Motor with Traction Tyres 


(lst N Johnman Sn33 QR DD17 - Lilliput mech @ 
(lst R Reeves HO Bachman J Class 

One Motor - No Tyres 

lst  S Malone Sn33 QR Cl7 - scratch mech 

2nd J Christie HO Tram loco — spud mech 

DIESEL 


Two Motors - No Tyres 
lst B Petersen 


HO Athern 8 axle diesel 


One Motor with Traction Tyres 
lst P Strautmanis Fleischmann B-B DH 


lst W Geddes Athern SD45 

Our sole ‘other gauge’ entry was from D Sharp 
with his N scale F7, pulling two washers. 

A good attendance was received at our September 
Monthly Meeting, despite the holiday period. 
Unfortunately, the speaker for the talk on 'Improv- 
ing Ready to Run' was not available, and a slide 
evening was organised and presented. A selection 
from Steve and Chris Malone, David Mewes and Neil 
Johnman's slide collections was screened, showing 
some historic and modern railway scenes. Judging 
by audience response, an enjoyable evening. The 
"Ready to Run' talk is planned for January 1986. 

October workshop night was Arthur Hayes' turn 
and he presented a practical illustrated talk on 
tarps used on railway wagons. Slides were screened 
showing how the big boys do it, and Arthur then 
showed how it can be done in modelling. Some 
methods included — the handkerchief or cloth method, 
the tissue method and the commercial ally foil 
method. The evening turned out to be most inter- 
esting for all modellers; Arthur also discussing 
the history of tarps and the types of loads under 
them. 


One Motor - No Tyres 


AMRA Journal 


As Cec has pointed out, many visitors have 
dropped in on us recently. The largest visit 
being from a model railway group from Sunshine 
Coast, north of Brisbane. They had an enjoyable 
time and said they'd be back soon, Thanks also 
to Don Warn who organised the trip. 

The collection in the Library continues to 
grow. A large donation from Barry Petersen of 
American magazines will be a great interest to 
members. Ted Ward also donated an ARHS 'sunshine 
Route Jubilee’ - now out of print - and an unusual 
track plan book by Atlas. Bob and Mike Mawson 
donated some QR drawings and historical books, 
plus some handy modelling items - old venitian 
blinds (wagon rooves) and some wooden and bamboo 
dowelling. 


KEEREK 
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Views of the winner of the passenger car section. 
QR Van No 51 by John Hill in Sn33, 


Two entries in the loco section were these two 48 
class NSW locos. The reverse colour scheme 4829 
by D malone and the weathered 4827 by Andrew Webb. 


HRI 
NAME BADGES 


A standard cheap presentable name badge has 
been looked into for some time, and some proposals 
are in the pipeline. 


HEKEH HHH HERE 


HHH HHH HI HHH 
FENCE MAINTENANCE 
The barriers for our exhibition (obtained 


by the Branch last year) will need some work before 
the next show. 
Saturday will be planned in the near future. 


HREEE HEKEKE 


NEW MODEL RAILWAY STORE 


Geoff Perkins is now operating at East Street, 
Ipswich, and J & J Hobbies of Beaudesert now oper- 
ates in Brisbane at Shop 5, 415 Beaudesert Road, 
Moorooka. Times for J & J are Thursday and Friday 
6-9 pm, and Saturday 9 am - 4 pm. 


KREEE KEKEE 
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A work day/picnic/train spotting. 
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M\ SALEs 


The Sales Cupboard continues to be a service 


to members. Items presently on sale are as 
follows: 
Paks of 8ba screws $2 
Paks of 8ba nuts $1 
Drills - 2.25, 2.8, 2.4, 1, 0.8 mm $1-$1.40 
8ba taper taps $2.50 
12" lengths of tree material $1 
Aquadhere - 1 1 $4.50 
at (Bring your own container $2.50 
= for glues) $1.50 
Sheets of 060, 040 and 010" styrene 30¢-$1.10 
HO AMRA guages on order 
N AMRA track and wheel gauges $1.50 
HOn33 bogies with wheels - pair o7.20 
HOn33 bogies without wheels - pair $2 
(we are looking at metal wheels for these) 
240 V - 17 V Transformers 
2x 17 V (1.5 A) outputs $10 
Modelling the QR (J Armstrong) $3 
(modelling QR structures) 
a ARHS 'Steam in Tropics' - saturated QR 
steam by J Armstrong - Soft cover $16 
Hard cover $20 


We welcome enquiries from country members. 
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THE US RUNNING DAY 


sponses ts 


A UP train from John Arm- 
strong's collection leaves 
Echo Point. 


BRANCH TIMETABLE 


NOVEMBER 
28 Thur Monthly meeting with talk on 'Plans' 
DECEMBER 
5 Thur Layout running 
¢ Sat Layout US prototype running 
12 Thur Workshop evening - finishing and testing 
the flasher unit. 
21 Sat Layout running 


No monthly meeting in December. During the 
holiday break, the Clubrooms should be open each 
Saturday and Thursday for general Clubroom activ- 
ities. 


JANUARY 1986 


23. Thur Monthly meeting with talk on ‘Improving 
Ready to Run' 

FEBRUARY 

l Sat Layout Maintenance 

6 Thur Layout running 

13. Thur Workshop night 

15 = Sat Layout running 

20 Thur Midday meeting for retired members 


Meetings continue as normal at the Clubrooms, 
Ground Floor, South Brisbane Suburban Railway Sta- 
tion, Grey Street, South Brisbane. The Clubrooms 
are open from 6 pm on Thursdays and from noon on 
Saturdays. 


Reworked US models from the 
younger modellers. An Athern 
cow from Robert Reeves and a 
Roundhouse O-6-O from Darren 
Standfast. 
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James Yuille had this reworked 
Bachman loco waiting at Bijim- 
bee. 


Darren Standfast's two Alcos 
rumble through to Suggitts ; 
Siding. 


A scene of Don Warn's coal 
train on the "Exhibition 
Loop’. 


A view of the new electric 
train shed at Mayne junction 
Brisbane. The last remains 
of the large steam loco depot 
1s on the right. 


